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Right Hon. William Pitt, 


&c. &c. 


The Speaker having read His MaJjesTY's 
| Mess ACE, viz. 
GEORGE REX. 


His Majeſty 1s perſuaded that the unremitting induſtry 
« with which our enemies perſevere in their avowed 
« deſign of effecting the Separation of Ireland from this 
Kingdom, cannot fail to engage the particular attention 
of Parliament; and His Majeſty recommends it to this 
Houſe to conſider of the moſt effectual means of counter- 
acting aud finally defeating this deſign; and he truſts 
that a review of all the circumſtances which have 
recently occurred (joined to the ſentiment of mutual 
affection and common intereſt), will diſpoſe the Parlia- 
ment of both Kingdoms to provide, in the manner 


B | « which 


IS a7” 2 r OT. PL FO ER» WET AIP e 
ow a Of me OS * 1 * 2 * * : n 


— 


VV 


„ which they ſhall judge moſt 1 for ſettling 8 | 

8 te and final adjuſtment as may beſt tend to im- 
2 prove and perpetuate a Connection eſſential for their 
« common ſecurity, and to augment and conſolidate the 
« Strength, Power, and Reſources of the Britiſh Empire - 


G.R. 
Mr. Prrr 7 oſe, and ſpoke as follows: 


SI R, be 4 
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| VW HEN 1 propoſed to the Houſe, the laſt time 


this ſubject was before them, to fix this day for the 
further conſideration of His Majeſty' 8 Meſſage, * 


certainly indulged the hope that the reſult of a ſimilar» 
communication to the Parliament of Ireland would 
have opened a more favourable Proſpect, than at 
preſent exiſts, of the ſpeedy accompliſhment of a 


meaſure which I then ſtated, and which I tl con- 


f ider, to be of the greateſt 1 importance to the power, | 


the ſtability, and the general welfare of the Empire: 
to the immediate intereſts of both Kingdoms; and 


more particularly to the peace, the tranquillity, 


and the ſafety of Ireland: in this hope, I am forry 
to ſay, I have for the preſent been b by 
the proceedings of the lriſh Houſe of 
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hich we have been need fitice Wig uz 
was laſt Oe” conſileration. | NN WIR OY 


I feel and know that the kurbelt of Ireland 
poſſeſſes the power, the intire competence, on the 


behalf of that country, alike to accept or rejett 


a propoſitioti of this nature a power Which Tam | 
by no means inclined to difpute. I fee that at 
the preſent moment one Houſe of Parliament 


in Ireland has expreſſed 4 tepugnance, even to 
the conſideration of this meaſure. Feeling, Sir, 
as I have already ſtated, that it is impor- | 


tant, not only as it tends to the general pro- 


ſperity of the Empire of Great Britain, but (what, | 
under every ſituation; mul 


* always'be to me an 
object of the greateſt moment) feeling that it was 
deſigned and calculated to increaſe the proſperity | 
and enſure the ſafety of Ireland, I muſt Have ſeen 
with the deepeſt regret that, at the very firſt 1 


moment, and before the nature of the tiſeaſure 


could be known, it was ſo received. 


But whatever may have been my feelings upon 
this ſubject, knowing that it is the undoubred 
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right of the W dene of Ireland to reject or to 


adopt ſuch meaſures as may appear. to them in- 
jurious or beneficial, far be it from me to ſpeak 
of its determination in any other terms but thoſe 
of reſpect. Let it not, therefore, be imagined 
that I am inclined to preſs any ſentiment, how- 
ever calculated it may appear to me to benefit 


every meniber of the Empire, in any manner 
which may Icad to hoſtile diſcuſſion between two 


Kingdoms, whoſe mutual happineſs and ſafety 
depend upon cheir being ſtrictly and cordially 
united. Bui while I admit and reſpect the rights 
of che Parliament of Ireland, I fecl that, as a 


Member of the Parliament of Great Britain, 1 


alſo have a Right to exerciſe, and a Duty to per- 


ſorin. That Duty is to expreſs, as diſtinctly as 1 


can, the gencral nature and outline of the Plan, 


\ which, in my conſcience, I think would tend in 


the ſtrongeſt. menner to enſure the ſafety and | 


the happiaeſs of boch Kingdoms. 


While 1 feel, therefore, that as long as the 
Houſe of Commons of Ireland view the ſubject 


in the light they do at preſent, there is no chance 
| vs 


1 


Jof its n 1 do not think that I ought, on 

that account, to abſtain, from ſubmitting it. to the 
conſideration of this Parliament; on the contrary, 
I think it only the more. neceſſary, to explain 
diſtin&tly the principles of the Meaſure, and 


to. ſtate the grounds upon which. it appears 
to me to be entitled to the approbation of the 
Legiſlature. | 


, 
L IF 


If Parliament, when it is in poſſeſſion of the 
baſis upon which this Plan is founded, and of its 
general outline, ſhould be of opinion with me, 
that it is founded upon fair, juſt, and equitable 
principles, calculated to produce mutual advan- 
tages to the two Kingdoms — if Parliament, I ſay, 
upon full explanation , and after mature delibera- 
tion, ſhould be of that opinion, I ſhould propoſe 
that its determination ſhould remain recorded as 
that by which the Parliament of Great Britain 
were ready to abide, leaving to the Legiſlature of 


Ireland to reje& or to adopt it hereafter, upon a 
full conſideration of tg lube. 


There is no man who will deny that in a great 
| queſtion. of this nature, involving in it objects 
| which, 
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. in the firſt inſtance, ate more likely ts be 
_ decided upon 'by paſh jon than by judginent; i in a 
- queſtion i in which an honeſt but, I muſt be altowee 

ts fay, - 4 miſtaken ſenſe of National Pride is f6 
Ukkly to operate, that much mifconſtruction and 
miſconception muſt inevitably happen. It th therefore 
becomes the more neceſſary that the intentions 
of the Government which propoſes the Meaſure, 

and the principles of the Meaſure itſelf, ſhould be 
UſtinAtly underſtood. But, Sir, in ſtating that 
intention and thoſe principles, I 160k to ſomething 


more than a mere vindication of Government for 


having propoſed the Meaſure: I do entertain a 
confidence, even under the apparent diſcourage- 
ment of che opinion expreſſed by the Iriſh Houſe 


of Commons, that this Meafure is Founded 
upon ſuch clear, ſuch demonſtrable grounds of 


utility, is ſo calculated to add to the ſtrength | 


and power of the Empire, (in which the ſaftty 


of Iteland is included, and from which it never 
can be ſeparated) and is attended with ſo many 
advantages to Ireland in particular, that all chat 


can be neceſſary for its ultimate adoption is, that 
it ſhould be ſtated diſtinctly, temperately, and 


folly and that it ſhould be left to the vhprejue | 
| diced, 


Wo 
diced, the diſpaſſonate, the Sher jade 


the Parliament of Ireland. I. wiſh. chat 9 


whoſe | intereſts are involved in this meaſure 
mould have time for its conſideration— 1 
that time ſhould be given to the Landed, to the. 
Mercantile, and Manufacturing Intereſt, that es - 
ſhould look at it in all its bearings, and that theß 
ſ:ould coolly examine and ſift the popular argu - 
ments by which it has been oppoſed, and that 


then they ſhould give their Seperate and OY 
BOSPEnt: Th Os e 


ah am the Pn encouraged in this hope of the 
ultimate ſucceſs. of this meaſure, when 1 ſee, not 
withſtanding all the prejudices which it has excit-, 
ed, that barely more than. one-half of the mem- 


bers that attended the Houſe of Commons were 


adverſe to it; and that in the other Houſe of Par- 
lament in Ireland, containing, as it does, ſo large 


a portion of.the property of that kingdom, it was. 
approved of by a large majority, When 1 have 


reaſon to believs that the ſentiments of a large part 
of the People of that Country are fayourable to it; 


amd that much of the Manufacturing, and of the 


nn Inegeſt of Ireland are already ſenſible. 
a how 


4 


much it is calculated to promote cheir advan- | 
tage, I think; when it is more deliberately exami- 


need, and when it is ſeen in what temper it is here 
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propoſed and diſcuſſed, that it will {till terminate 
in that which can alone be a fortunate reſult. 
It would be vain indeed to hope that a'propo- 
ſition upon which prejudices are ſo likely to ope- 
rate, and which is ſo liable to miſconception, 
ſhould be unanimouſly approved. But the appro- 
bation T hope for is, that of the Parliament of 
Ireland, and of the intelligent part of the Public 
of that Country. It is with a view to this object 
that I think it my duty to bring this meaſure for- 
ward at preſent; not for che ſake of urging its 
immediate adoption, but that it may be known 
and recorded; that the intention of the Britiſh 
Parliament may be known, in the hope that it 
will produce ſimilar ſentiments among our Coun- 
trymen i in Ireland. With this view it is my inten- 
tion not to go at preſent into any detailed flate- 
ment of the plan, becauſe ſhould it ultimately be 


adopted, the minuter parts muſt neteſſarily be- 


come the objects of much diſtinct diſcuſſion; 9 
to give ſuch a general ſtatement of the nature of 
75 „ the 


N - * 


the meaſure as will enable the Houſe 0 form 2 
correct judgment upon . en ee | 
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te 


I hall We a its 1 fie down, open 
to the Houſe a ſtring of Reſolutions, compriſing i 
the general heads of this plan. Ir will be neceſ- 
ſary for me, for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing thoſe 
Reſolutions with regularity and convenience, to 
move that the Houſe ſhould-reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee. And I have already ſtated, that it is 
not my intention then to preſs the Committee to 
come to an immediate deciſion upon the Reſolu- 
tions; but if, upon full and deliberate examina- 
tion, the Reſolutions which I ſhall have the honour 
to propoſe, and which contain as much as is ne- | 
ceſſary for an outline of the plan, ſhall be approv- 
ed, my opinion is, that nothing can contribute 
more to obviate any doubts and diſſatisfaction 
which may exiſt, than that Parliament ſhould 
adopt thoſe. Reſolutions, and that it ſhould then 
humbly lay them at the foot of the Throne, leav- 
ing it to His MajzestyY's wiſdom to communioate 
them to the Parliament of Ireland, whenever 
circumſtances ſhould appear favourable to fi ſuch - 
a Meaſure, I ſhall e Sir, proceed as 
| | C _ 
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e as 1 ca 70 ſtate to the Houſe the nature 


of the Reſolutions, and of the Add 
I ſhall propoſe | to accompany them, if it 
ſhould be! the \pleaſure 0 of the Ae: ns to e 


25 


them. . 
| Having now, Sir, ah to ths le the 
mode I mean to purſue, and my reaſons for per- 

fiſting, under the preſent cireumſtances, in ſab- 
mitting this Meaſure to the-confideration of Par- 


lament, I will endeavour to' ſtare the general 
grounds on which it reſts, the general arguments 


by which it is recommended, and to give : a ſhort 
view of the ontline of the Plan. | 80 
As to the general principle upon which the 
whole of this Meaſure is founded, I am happy to 
obſerve, from what paſſed upon a former occa- 


ſion, that there is not a probability of any dif- 


erence of opinion. The general principle, to 
which both ſides of the Houſe perfealy acceded, 


is, that a perpetual Connection between Great 
Britain and Ireland i is eſſential to the intereſts of 


both. The only Honourable Gentleman who, 


when this ſubject was before the Houſe on 2 


former 


els Which 4 


try ſo "Ry enjoys. 


tl 


| IN PTE cok the conſideration of che Plan : 


altogether, ſtated, in terms as ſtrong as I could 


wiſh, the neceſſity of preſerving the ſtricteſt 


Connection between the two Countries. I moſt 
cordially agree with him in that opinion, but 1 


then ſtated, that I do not barely wiſh for the main- 


to the general ſtrength of the Empire, but L wm 
for the maintenance of it with a peculiar regard 
to the local intereſts of Ireland, with a regard to 


every thing that can give to Ireland its due weight 
and importance, as a great member of the Em- 


pire. I wiſh for it wich a view of giving to that 
Country the means of improving all its great 


""_— Reſources, and of giving it a full Par» 


ticipation of all thoſe bleſings which this Coun 


; | 


Conſidering the jeg in this point of view, 


and aſſuming it as a propoſition not to be con- 
troverted, that it is the duty of thoſe who wiſh 


to promote the Intereſt and Proſperity of both 


| Countries, to maintaia the ſtrongeſt connection 
between them, let me aſk, what is the ſituation of 
| Affairs chat has called us to the diſcuſſion of this 


e "Fe? ; 


ger oO 


object This very vantedions: he neceflity of 
1 which has been admitted on all, hands, has been 
| 1 | 1 attacked by Foreign Enemies, and. by Domeſtic 7 
Will 7 Traitors. The diſſolution of this connection i is 
the great object of the hoſtility of the common 
Enemies of both Countries, it is almoſt the only 
remaining hope with which they now continue the 
conteſt, /. Baffled and defcated as they have 
hitherto. been, they till retain the hope, they are 
fill meditating attempts, to diſſolve that connec 
tion. In how many inſtances already the defrat of . 
their hoſtile deſigns has been turned to the confi rm» 
ation of our St:ength and Security, I need not enu- ; 
merate. God grant that in this inſtance the ſame. 
favour, of Divine Providence, which has in ſo 
many inſtances protected this Empire, may again 
4 it interpoſe in our favour, and that the attempts of 
the Enemy to ſeparate the two Countries, may 
tend ultimately to knit them more cloſely to- 1 
} . gether, to ſtrengthen a Connection, the beſt ; 
| | pledge for the happineſs of both, and ſo add to 
that power which forms the chief barrier to the 
civilized world, againſt the deſtructive principles, 
the dangerous projects, and the unexampled uſur- 


[| ; pation of France. This Connection has been 
[| nad not only by the avowed Enemies of both 
"YN Countries, 
3 
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Treaſon, which ingrafted Jacobiniſm on "thi 
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cloſe Connection with Ireland is eſſential to the 


intereſts of both Countries, and ſeeing how much : 


this Connection is attacked, let it not be inſinu- 
ated that it is unneceſſary, much leſs improper, 
at this arduous and important criſis, to ſee whe- 


ther ſoine new arrangements, ſome fundamental 


regulations, are not- neceſſary, to guard / againſt 
the threatened e danger. The foreign and domeſtic 


Enemies of theſe Kingdoms have ſhewn, chat 


they think this the vulnerable point in which We 


may be moſt ſucceſsfully attacked; let us derive 
advantage, if we can, from the hoſtility of our 


Enemies — let us profit by the deſigns of thoſe 
who, if thier conduct diſplays no true wiſ- 


dom, at leaſt poſſeſs in an eminent degree that 


ſpecies of wiſdom which is calculated for the pro- A 
motion of miſchief. They know upon what foot- 
ing that Connection reſts at this moment between 
the two Countries, and they feel the moſt ardent 


hoep, 
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Wies We two —— will be infatuated 
to render their deſigns abortive, by 


enough not to 
fixing that Connection upon a more ſolid, baſis. 


Thefe circumſtances I am ſure will not be 
denied. And if upon other grounds we had any 


*cumſtandes alone ought to induce 
us, deliberately and diſpaſſionately, to review the 
fituation of the two Countries, and to endeavour 


to find out a proper remedy for an evil; the ex- 


tence of which is but too apparent. 
but a moment's reflection, for any man who has 


It requires 


marked the progreſs of events, to decide upon 
the true ſtate and character of this Connection. 
It is evidently one which does not afford that ſe- 


ern and 1 Its reſources. * 


curity which, even in times leſs dangerous and lefs 
| rritical than the preſent, would have been neceſ- 
ſary, to enable the empire to avail war of its 


| When 1 laſt addreſſed” the Houſe on this fub- | 
ject, 1 ſtated that the ſettlement, which was made 


in 1782 


„ ſo far from deſerving the name of a 


Final Ac juſtment, was one that left the Con- 
nection between Great Britain and Ireland expoſed 
to all the attacks of * and all the efſects of 


10 


accident. 


1 CY 1 


accident. That Settlement tee d benen, 
molition of te Stem which fore held the two 
Countries together. Let me not be underſtood 
as expreſſing any regret at the termination of that 
Syſtem, -l- diſapproved of it, becauſe I thought it, 
was one unworthy the liberality of Great 8 5 
and injurious to che intereſts of Ireland. But to 
call that a Syſtem in itſelf— to call that a glorious 
fabric of human wiſdom. Which is no more than the 
mere demolition of another Syſtem—is a perverſion 
of terms which, however prevalent! of late, ean 
only be the effect of groſs miſconception, or of 
great hypocrify. We boaſt that we have done 
every thing, when we have merely deſtroyed all 
that before exiſted, without ſubſtituting any thing 
in its place. Such was the Final Adjuſtment. of 
1782; and I can prove it to be ſo, not only from 
the plaineſt reaſoning, but I can prove it by the 
opinion expreſſed by the Britiſh Parliament at that 
very time. I can prove it by the opinion ex- | 
preſted by thoſe very Miniſters by whom it was. | 
propoſed and conducted. I can, prove it by the 
opinion of that very Government who boaſt; of 
having effected a Final Adjuſtment. I reſer, for 
. what have wy to W they will find it 


very 


L 16 1 5 3 


very difficult to anſwer; I mean their own acts, 


which will plainly ſhew chat they were of opinion 


that a new Syſtem would be neceſſary. But, Sir, I 
will go farther—I will alſo produee the authority 


of one of thoſe whoſe influence, on the preſent oe- 


caſion, has been peculiarly exerted to prevent the 


diſcuſſion of the queſtion in Ireland — of one, of 


whom I do not wiſh to ſpeak but with reſpect, 


but for whom, nevertheleſs, I ſhould convey an 


idea of more reſpect, than I can now feel to be 
due to him, if I were merely to deſcribe him as 

the perſon who fills the ſame ſituation, in the | 
Houſe of Commons of Ireland, .which you, Sir, 
hold among us, and of which on all occaſions you 
diſcharge the duties with a dignity and impar- 
tiality which reflects ſo much credit on yourſelf, 


and fo well ſupports the character and ne 


of the Houſe. 


On a Gar night, e an Extract from 
the Journals, to ſnew what was the opinion even | 
of thoſe by whom the Final Adjuſtment was pro- 
poſed on that Meaſure. It would there appear, 
that the Meſſage was ſent. to the Parliament of 
Ireland, recommending to them the adoption of 

os | ſome 


i 1 4 Ws 
ſome Plan for « hid Adj between whe. 


Ne In anſwer to this Meſſage, the Parhament 
of Ircland ſtated certain grievances, the principal 

of which was, the power claimed by the Parliament 
| of Great Britin of making Lans ts bind fre- 
land ; but, Wich reſpe& to chat part of the Meſ- 
ſige which related 40 che propriety of allopting 


ſome Meaſures for a Final Adjuſtment | vet 
the two Countries, they were wholly ſtlent. *Fhis 
Addreſs was laid before the ParliamentofGreatBri- 
tain, to whom a ſimilarMeflagehad been previouſly 
ſent, and on that ground was moved che Repeal 
of what was called the Peclatatory Act, which | 
Motion was affented to by the Britiſh Parliament. | 
This ſatisfaction Was compleat to Ireland, as far as 
related to the grievance of which her Parliament 
had complained, viz. the Power of the Britiſh 
Parliament of making Laws for Ireland, becauſe, 
by the Repeal of the Declaratory Act, chat power 
2 given up. But o far was the Miniſter of 
at day from conſidering chat the Repeal of that 
= finally -terminated all differences, and efta- 
bliſhed the Connection between the two Coun- 


- * * 
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. tries upon a ſolid baſis,” that he thought it neceſ- 


ſary to move that a farther Settlement was indiſ- 
penſable for the maintenance of that Connection. 


55 (Mr. eee e bog Table, defired 55 85 part 
| of the n to which Mr. Pirr r alluded, = __ be read. 171 


| Mr. 8 1 „Sin 1 W. EY 8 % 
F# FUR of the ] ae correctly: z they were 
read on a former night, and the Honourable Gen- 
tleman may, if he chooſes, have them read again.“ 
If he does he will find that they fully juſtify the 
ſtatement I have made, but I beg that at preſent 
I, may not be interrupted. I do maintain, that 
upon a reference to the Journals of the period to 
which I have alluded, it will appear that a farther 
agreement between Great Britain and Ireland is 
there ſtated, in the opinion of the Adminiſtration 
of the day, to be abſolutely neceſſary. 3 


I beg farther to ſtate, that after the Bill of 1 
which ſo much has been ſaid, was paſſed, an Ad- 
dreſs to His MajzsTY was moved and carried, 
praying hi to take ſuch further meaſures as to 
him ſecmed Proper, to ſtrengthen. the Connection 


* Vide Appendix, 
: between 


Tt 4 1 
| between the: two Countries. Hes Majzery's 8 
moſt Gracious Anſwer, ſtating, that in compli- 
ance with the Addreſs, he would immediately. take 
ſuch meaſures as might be neceſſary ſor that,pur- | 
poſe, was delivered to the Houſe by an Honour- 
able Gentleman who then filled the office of Se- 
cretary of State, and whom we have not lately 
ſeen in the Houſe, though he ſtill continues to be 
8 Member of it. I do aſſert, without the leaſt 
fear of contradiftion from any Gentleman what-' 
ever, that t was in the contemplation: of the Go- 
vernment of that day, to adopt ſome meal 
the nature alluded to in the Addreſs ; ſince that 
period, however, no ſuch meaſure has been taken. 
I do alſo maintain, that that very yſtem which 
dy theſe very Miniſters who brought it forward 7 
was found to be imperfect, even for _— 
Countries, remains at this eee the ſame · 
_ imperfect; ſtate. It leaves the two Countries with 
ſeparate and independent Legiſlatures, connected 
only with, this tie, that the Third Eſtaie in boch 
Countries is the ſame— that the Executive Go- 
vernment is the ſame — that the Crown exercaſes 
its power of ens to Iriſh Acts of Parliament 
"BF VVV under | 


3; * $a” Py 


1 i EL; | 4 6 18 . 
under che Grea Sea of Grew nau, "nd by the | 
advice of . „ eee ee ee, 
es L644 F t. kw 3 N ine 
This f is tlie ae bana of ConneAtion "_ 
is left by the Final Adjuſtment of 182: Whether 
this is a ſufficient tie to unite thetn in time f 
Peace; whether in time 6f War it is fufficient to 
cohſolidate their Rrength againſt a Common Ene- 
rip whether it is ſuffteicnt th guard againſt thoſe: 
| lobal jealouſics which miſt neceffitily ſotmetimes 
exilt between evuntfies ſo connected; whether it 
| is calculated to give to Ireland all the important | 
wh 6 cormmereia} and political advantages which ſhe 
| would derive fibm à cloſer Connection with Great 
[ 4! | Britain; whether it can give to both Nations 
49 lat degree of ſtrength and proſperity which ud 
1 i} be the refult of ſuch a Meaſure as the preſent; I 
: Wil believe needs en be fined io be decided. 
i: But l ee; hid that I have alia: 
ji point, the authority of ati opinion to which'l be- 
a fore alludec an opinion delivered upon a very 
important Meafufe, very foon aftet the Final Ad- 
jultment of 4984. The Meaſure to which 1 fefer, 
was that of the Commercial Propoſitions which 


Were 


going to enter into a ifeulon's of the Weser 
that Meaſure. The beſt, perhaps, that can be 
ſaid of it is, that it went as far as circumſtances 
would then permit, to draw the two Countries to a 
cloſer Connection. But thoſe who think that rhe 
Adjuſtment of 1782 was final, and that it con- 
tained all that was neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment 
of the Connection between the two Countries 
upon a firm baſis, can hardly contend that the 
Commercial Propoſitions of 17.85. were pecellarp 
to prevent the danger of ſe Aration, between the 
two Countries, and to prevent the conflicting 
operation of Independent Legiſlatures. Tet, if 1 
am not i will be founty/apen- ares 
ference to better Records than thoſe in which 
Parliamentary Debates are uſually ſtated (I mean 
a ſtatement of what paſſed. in the diſcuſſion upon 
thoſe Propoſitions fourteen years ago, made, as 1 
have underſtood, by ſome of the principal parties 
themſelves) that the CHANCELLOR: of the Ex - 
CHEQUER of that dayin Ireland, in a Debate upon 
the Iriſh Propoſitions, held chis gen" If 
« this infatuated Country gives up che prelent ofs 
fer, {he may look for it again in vain. Here che 
Ri ht. 
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taken; Ireland has again had the offer of the 


fame advantages, but more compleat, and in all 


reſpects better calculated to attain; their object 
and this offer the Right Honourable Gentleman 
has exerted all his influence to reject. But he 


gocs on to ſay — © THINGS CANNOT REMAIN AS 


56% THEY ARE — Commercial jealouſy is rouſed= 


© /it will increaſe with 7wo independent Legiſlatures 


& and without an united intereſt in commerce, 
ec in a commercial Empire, political Union will 
te receive many ſhocks, and. ſeparation f interef 
er muſt "threaten ſeparation of Connection, which 
tc every honeſt n muſt n to re at, 


«ag a one event.“ 


Gentlemen will have the goodneſs to obſerve, 
that I am not now quoting theſe expreſſions as 


a pledges given by that Right Honourable Gentle- 


man that he wotild ſupport a propoſal for a Union 
between the two Countries, but I am adducing 
them to prove that the ſituation of the two Coun- 
tries after the Final Adjuſtment of 1782, was 
ſuch, in his opinion, as led to the danger of a ſe- 
paration between them. I am not now arguing 


1 hat. 


5 23 V- 3 
that a Leide. Union is i the nl meaſure which 
final, by thoſe who nos ſtate ir to be ſo as an ara 
gument againſt the conſideration of the preſent 


meaſure. How the Honourable Gentleman on the 


other ſide of the Houſe will evade this utho- 
rity I do not know; — an authority too, 3 ö 


' I muſt obſerve, he ſme much more inelined to 


- . 
I FTA 


treat with reſpect than he was formerly: 


But, Sir, it does not ſtop there. What is the 
evil to which he alludes? Commercial jealouſies 
between two Countries acting upon the laws of 
two independent Legiſlatures, and from the dan- . 
ger of thoſe Legiſlatures acting i in oppoſition to 
each other. Ho can this evil be remedied ?- By 
two means only; either by ſome Compact entered 
into by the-Legiſlatures| of the two Countries 
reſpecting che mode of forming their commercial 
regulations, or elſe by blending the two Legiſla- 
tures together; theſe are the only two means. 
I defy the wit of man to point out a third. The 
mode of compact was propoſed in 1785, but un- 
4 * in tphe of that Right Honourable 
: Gentleman' s | 
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danger of being hourly diſſolved, or you muſt again 


0 241 ? . 
ſtated the A Be evil, 


ir ſo happened that doctrides, derived chiefly 


eing the Parliament of Ireland, that it would be 


inoonſiſtent with their independence, to enter into 


any compatt whatever. We have chen che autho- 


rity of that Right Honourable Gentleman to whom 


I have ſo often alluded, that the unſottled Rate” 


in which the matter WAS left, would give «© Poli- 
tical Union many ſhocks, and lead to a ſepara- 


tion of Connection. The expetiment of a mu- 


tuul Compact has been tried without ſucoeſs; the 
arrangement of that ſort, which was propoſed in 
1785, in order to obviate the inconveniences 
Rated by the Right Honourable Gentleman, was 


then attacked with the ſame ſucceſs againſt his 


authority, as another and more effectual remedy 
has recently experienced under his auſpices. The 
refult then i- you muſt re main an the ſtate which 
that Right Honourable Gentleman has deſoribed, 
with the feeds of ſeparation in the ſyſtem now eſ- 
tabliſhed, and with the Connection, on which the 
mutual proſperity of both countries de ponds iu 


1 | recur 


7 5 26 I. 
recur to 15 W of 2 1 Gimilar- OR 
rejected in 178 f, or you muſt reſort to the--beſt + 


and moſt effectual reme ya en 4 LacisLArIvr _ 
Union. e eee : F | * LITRES. 
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i | hank dwelt v longer, na upon adi part of | 
the ſubject than was abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe 
1 believe there is ſcarcely any man who has ever 
| aſked: himſelf, whether there is a ſolid, perma- 
nent ſyſtem of Connection between the two Coun- 
tries, who could, upon reflection, anſwer the 
queſtion in the affirmative. But beſides the au- 
thorities of the perſons who made the arrange- 
ment in. 1782, and of thoſe who have ſince treated 
of it, to ſhew that it was not deemed to be final 
and complete; I have further the teſt of experi- 
ence to ſhew how imperfect it was, and how in- 
adequate in practice to the great object of ce- 
menting che Connection, and placing it beyond 
the danger of being diſſolved. In the ſingle in- 
ſtance, which has occurred, (and that a melancholy 
one which all of us deplored,) in which we could 
feel the effects of two jarring Legiſlatures, We 
did feel it. On that occaſion, it might have 
praguced the moſt ſignal calamities, had we: not 


fn been 


t 1 


. b reſcued from its danger by an event, to which 
no man can now look back without feeling che ut - 
moſt joy and exultation; - feelings, which ſubſe- 


quent circumſtances have ſerved to heighten and 
confirm. Every Gentleman will know, that 1 


muſt allude to the Regency. With two indepen- | 


dent Legiſlatures, acting upon different principles, 
it was accident alone that preſerved the identity of 
the Executive Power, which is the ' bond and ſe- 

curity of the Connection: And even, then the 
Executive authority, though veſted in one per- 
ſon, would have been held by two different 


tcnures, by one tenu:e- in England, by another 


in Ireland, had not the interpoſition of Provi- 


dence prevented a circumſtance pregnant with 


the moſt imminent perils, and which might 
have opcrated to a ſeparation of tie two ROS | 


doms. 


© Aﬀeer ſeeing the recorded opinion of Parliament, 
of thoſe who made the arrangement of 1782, and 
after the decided teſtimony of experience on the 


ſubject, within the ſhort period of fixteen years, 
8 Perhaps, it is Oe neceſſary to appeal to farther. 
| — 


tal 


at inad 


to the Woes 


ny 
* 


| Is | mh we conſider the diſtin & powers poſ- 


ſeſſed by the two Legiſlatures on all the great 
queſtions of Peace and War, of alliances and con- 


tederacies,—(for they each have in Principle, a 
right to diſcuſs them and decide upon them, 


though one of them bas hitherto been wiſcly Te- 


ſtrained by diſcretian, from the exerciſ: of that 


right),—have we not ſeen circumſtances to induce 


us to think it poſlible, at leaſt, that on ſome or 


theſe important queſtions. the opinions and deci- 


ſions. of the. two Parliaments might have been _ 


variance ? ? Are we talking of an indiſſoluble Con- 


nection, when we ſee it thus perpetually liable 


to be endangered? Can we really think that 
the. intereſts of the Empire, or of its different 
branches reſt upon a ſafe and ſolid baſis at pre- 
ſent ? I am anxious to diſcuſs this point cloſely 
with anYAaRs either here, or in Lreland. Will 

| e | it 


lequacy,.or to deſire Grnrieiney to 
look forward to poſſible caſes, which I could: caſily 

put, and which will naturally ſuggeſt themſelves 10 
the. minds of all, who chule to turn their attention | 
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it be faid, that the Parliament of the Lathes Coun- 


* 


try is bound by our deciſion on the queſtiog of 
Peace or War? And if not ſo bound, will any | 


man, looking at human Nature as It is, contend, 
that there is a ſufficient certainty that the deci- 
ſion on that important ſubject will always be the 
ſame in both countries ? I ſhould be glad to re- 
ceive a diſtinct anſwer to this queſtion, from the 


Honourable Gentleman who has declared himſelf 


to be a5 warm a friend to the Connection between 
the two Countries as I am. 


Suppoſe, for inſtance, that | the preſent war, 
which the Parliament of Great Britain conſiders 
to be juſt and neceſſary, had been voted by the 


Iriſh Parliament, to be unjuſt, unneceſſary, ex- 


travagant, and hoſtile to the principles of huma- 
nity and freedom. Would that Parliament have 


been bound by this Country? If not; what ſecu- 


rity have we, at a moment the moſt important to 
our common intereſt and common ſalvation, that 
the two Kingdoms ſhould have but one friend and 
one foe ? I repeat it; I am eager to hear what can 
be ſaid in juſtification of a a baſis ſo imperfect and un- 


ſound, 


t 1 


| ae and liable to be ſhaken ee * 
dents. I have already obſerved, that in the pe- 
culiar circumſtances of the preſent moment, we 
may find ſtronger reaſons to prove the neceſſity of 
| correcting the ſyſtem of Connection between this 
| CONE and red; of fopplying its wank 


be: —_ at 12 former pero. 

n es males Sir, and 1 think ſufficiently 
proved, that the Settlement of 1782, in every 
point of view in which it can be conſidered; is 
imperfect, and inadequate to the object of main- 
taining the connection between the two kingdoms, 
I proceed next to the circumſtances which peculi- 
arly call upon us at the preſent moment to remedy 3 
_ imperfection. FFC 
This an at this time engaged in the 
moſt important, and momentous conflict that ever 
occurred in the Hiſtory of the Worlds a conffict 
in which Great Britain is diſtinguiſhed for having 
made the only manly and ſucceſsful ſtand againſt 
the common enemies of civilized ſociety. We 
ſee the point in which that Enemy think us the 
a moſt 
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moſt aflhilable—Are we not then * in \ policy 
and prudence, to ſtrengthen that vulnerable point, 


ü involved as we are in a conteſt of Liberty againſt 


Deſpotiſm -of Property againſt Plunder and Ra- 
pine of Religion and Order againſt Impiety and 
Anarchy? There was a time when this would 
have been termed declamation; but, unfortunately, 
long and bitter experience has taught us to feel that 
it is only the feeble and imperfect repreſentation 
of thoſe calamities (the reſult of French Principles 
and French Arms), which are atteſted by * 
wounds of a fn world, 


Is han who Sing not admit the impor- 
tance of a meaſure which, at ſuch a criſis, may 
augment. the ſtrength of the Empire, and thereby 
enſure its ſafety ?. Would not that benefit to 
Ireland be of itſelf ſo ſolid, ſo ineſtimable, that, 
in compariſon with it, all Commercial Intereſts, 
and the preſervation of local habits and manners, 
would be trifling, even if they were endangered 
by the preſent meaſure z—which they undoubtedly 
are not? The people of Ireland are proud, I be- 
lieve, of being aſſociated with us in the great 
conteſt-in which we are engaged, and muſt feel 

the 


3 
Re? . 5 


W 


I's ] 


the advantage of augmenting. the general Lis of 


the Empire. That the preſent meaſure is calcu- 
lated to produce that effect, is a propoſition which | 
think cannot be diſputed. There is not in any 


Court of Europe a Stateſman ſo ill informed as 


not to know, that the general power of the Em- 


pire would be increaſed to a very great extent 


2n of the ſtrength 
of the two Kingdoms. In the courſe of the Cen- 
tury every writer of any infor 
je& has held the eee and in the ge- 
neral ſtrength of the Empire both Kingdoms are 

more concerned than in any particular intereſts 
which may belong to either. If we were to aſk 
the Miniſters of our Allies, what meaſure they 
thought the moſt likely to augment the power 
of the Britiſh Empire, and conſequently increaſe 


| that ſtrength by which they were now protected 


if we were to aſk” the Agent of our Enemies, 


what meaſure would be the moſt'likely to render 
their deſigns abortive — the anſwer IC] G 


ſame in both caſes, viz. the firm cox 
of every part of the Empire,” ; 


ation on the ſub» 
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Fl There is another conſideration well worth atten- 
tion. Recollect- what are the peculiar means by 
which we have been enabled to reſiſt the unequalled 
and eccentric efforts of France, without any dimi- 


nution, nay, with an increaſe, of our general proſ- 


perity what, but the great Commercial Re- 


ſources which we - poſſeſs ?: A Meaſure, then, 


which muſt communicate to ſuch a mighty Limb 
of the Empire as Ireland, all the Commercial 


advantages which Great Britain poſſeſſes, which 
will open the markets of the one Country to the 
other, which will give them both the common 


uſe of their Capital, muſt, by diffuſing a large 


1 ” wealth into Ireland, conſiderably in- 
creaſe Reſources, and conſequently the 
_ _ the whole as 


But it is not merely in this match view, that 
1 think the Queſtion ought to be- conſidered, — 
We ought to look to it with a view pecuharly 
to the permanent intereſt and ſecurity of Ireland. 
When that Country was threatened with the dou- 
ble danger of hoſtile attacks by Enemies without, 


and of Treaſon within, from what quarter did ſhe 


6 derive 


: derive the i n means of her deliverance? = from the 
_ tary exertions of her — of every y deſeription, | 
not called for by Law i and from her pecuni 
reſources, added to the loyalty and energy of the 
Inhabitants of Ireland ĩtſelf; = of which it * im- 
1 poſſible to ſpeak with too much praiſe, and which 
ſhews how well they deſerve to be called the 
Brethren of Britons. Their own courage might, 
perhaps, have ultimately ſucceeded, in repelling 
the dangers by which they were threatened; but 
it would have been- after a long conteſt; and after 
having waded through ſeas of blood. Are we 
fure that the ſame ready and effectual aſſiſtance 
which we have happily: afforded; on che prefent 

occaſion, will be always equally within our power? 

Great Britain has always felt a eommon intereſt 

in the ſafety of Ireland; but that common intereſt 

was never ſo obvious and urgent as when the 
Common Enemy made her attack upon Great 

Britain, through the medium of Ireland, and when 


m.-Geir attack upon Ireland went to deprive her of her 


Connection with Great Britain, and to ſubſtitute 

in ſtead, the new Government of the French Re- 

public. When that danger threatened Ireland, 
5 WE „„ , 6 
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10 ond of Great. — was open for Hes wants 


„ ©» 


* 


x 40 bot, ak 1 3 een as up⸗ 
braiding Ireland for the benefits we have confer- 
red; far from it; but I ſtate them with pleaſure, 
as ſhewing the friendſhip and good will with 
which this Country has acted towards her. But 
if ſtruggles of this ſort may and muſt return 
again, if the worſt dangers are thoſe which are yet 
to come, dangers which may be greater from being 
more diſguiſed—if thoſe ſituations may ariſe when 
the ſame means of relief are not in our power, 
what is the remedy that reaſon and policy point 
out? It is to identify them with us —it is to make 
them part of the ſame Community, by giving 
them a full ſhare of thoſe accumulated ble ſſings 
which are diffuſed throughout Great Britain; it is, 
in a word, by giving them a full participation of 
the Wealth, the Power, and the Glory of the 
Britiſh Empire. If then this Meaſure comes re- 
commended not only by the obvious defects of 
the ſyſtem which now exiſts,” but that it has alſo 
the pre-eminent recommendation of increaſing the | 
general power of the Empire, and of guarding ' 

againſt 
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ſeparated from Great Britain, any attempt o on 


our part to provide meaſures Which we right" 


_ rlfidk ſalutary, as n queſtions of Cf | 
tending ſects or parties, of the claimed rights of 
the Catholics, or of the precautions decefacy fo for | 
the ſecurity of the Proteſtants—1 Know that all 
theſe; though they may have been brought for- | 


ward by the very perſons who are tlie advocates 
of the Final Adjaſtment in 1782, were, in fact, 8 


atkacks upon the Independence of the Irin Pala. | 
ment, and attempts to uſurp the Right of deci 


ding on points which can only be brovight within F: 


our province by Compack. Until the Kingdoms 
are united; any attempt to make regulations here 
for the internal ſtate of Ireland muſt certainly 


: 


be a violation of her Independence. But feel- 
ing as I do, for their" intereſts and their welfare, 


I cannot be inattentive wit the everits* chat are 


„ Wwe ae 


whoever looks whe the biitaites" to whit 1 
have alluded—yhorver corifiders that the Enemy 
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aaye ſhewn by their conduct, that they conſidered 
Ireland as the weakeſt and moſt vulnerable part 
of the Empire; whoever reflects upon thoſe dread- 
ful and inexcuſable cruelties inſtigated by the Ene- 
mies of both Countries, and upon thoſe lament- 
able ſeverities by which the exertions for the de- 
fenſe of Ireland were unhappily, but unavoidably, 
attended, and the neceſſity of which is itſelf one - 
great aggravation of the Crimes and Treaſons 
which led to them, muſt feel that, as it now ſtands | 
compoſed, in the hoſtile diviſion of its Sects, in 
the animoſi es exiſting between ancient Settlers 
and original Inhabitants, in the ignorance. and want 
of Civilization, which marks that Country more 
than almoſt any other Country in Europe, in the 
unfortunate prevalence of Jacobin Principles, 14" 
ariſing from theſe cauſes, and avgmenting their 
malignity, and which have produced that diſtreſſed 
ſtate which we now deplore; every one, I ſay, 
who reflects upon all theſe circumſtances, muſt 
agree with me in thinking, that there is no cure 
but in the formation of a General Imperial Legiſ- 
lature, free alike from terror and from reſent- 
ment, removed from the danger and agitation, and 


uninfluenced by the prejudices and uninflamed by .. 


the paſſions of that diſtracted Country. 
] know | 


i [6]. 


it i is impoſiible, if n to con- 
bf ject properly, to conſider it in any f 
other point of view than as it affects the Empire 
in general. I know chat the intereſts of the tw ' 
Countries muſt be taken together, and that a man 
cannot ſpeak as a true Engliſhman, unleſs he 
ſpeaks as a true Iriſhman, nor as a true Iriſnman, 
unleſs he "ſpeaks as a true Engliſnman: But 
if it was poſſible to ſeparate them, and L could 
conſider © myſelf as addreſſing you, not as inte- 
reſted for the Empire at large, but for Ireland 
alone, I ſhould ſay, that it would be indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, for the ſake of that Country, to com- 
poſe its preſent diſtractions, by the adoption of 
another ſyſtem:— I ſhould ſay, that the eſtabliſn- | 
ment of an Imperial Legiſlature was the only 
means of healing its wounds and of reſtoring it 
to tranquillity. I muſt here take the liberty of 
alluding to ſome topics which were touched upon 
during the diſcuſſion of the former night. 
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Among the great and known defects of Ireland; 

one of the moſt prominent features is, its want 

of induſtry and a capital; how are thoſe wants to 
be nn but ** blending more cloſely with 
Ireland, 


exerciſe of certain rights, and privileges, a griev- 


[i 3 1. 
Ireland, the induſtry and the capital of this Coun- 
try. But, above all, in the great leading diſtine- 


R 


tions between the People of Ire lar d, I mean their 


religious diſtinctions, what is their ſituation 2 


The Proteſtant feels chat the claims of the Ca- 


tholics threatens the exiſtence of the Proteſtant 


aſcendancy; while, on the other hand, the great 
bedy of Catholics feel the eſtabliſhment of the 
National Church, and their excluſion from the 


ance. Between the two, it becomes a matter of 
difficulty in the minds of many perſons, whether it 
would be better to liſten only to the fears of the 
former, or to grant the claims of the latter. 


'S. 8 


I am well aware that the ſtbject of religious 


diſtinction is a dangerous and delicate topic, eſ- 


pecially when applied to a country ſuch as Ireland; 


the ſituation of which is different in this reſpect 


from that of every other. Where the eſtabliſned 


religion of the State is the ſame as the general 


religion of the Empire, and where the property 

of the Country is in the hands of a compara- 
tively ſmall number of perſons profeſſing that 
eſtabliſhed gien, while the religion of a great 


mqority 


7 1. % 


ä majoriny of the people is different, it is not eaſy 
to ſay, on general principles, what ſyſtem of 
Church Eſtabliſnment in ſuch a Country would 
be free from difficulty and inconvenience. By 
many I know it will be contended, that the reli- 
gion profeſſed by a majority of the people, would 
. leaſt be entitled to an equality of Privileges; 
I have heard ſuch an argument urged in this 
Houſe 4 but thoſe: who apply it without qualifi- 


cation to the caſe of Ireland, forget ſurely” the 
principles on which Engliſh Intereſt and Engliſh | 
Connection has been eſtabliſned in that Country, 

and on which its preſent Legiſlature is formed. 
No man can ſay, that, in the preſent ſtate of 


things, and while Ireland remains a ſeparate king- 
dom, full conceſſions could be made to the Ca- 


tholics, without endangering the State, and ſhak<-: 


ing the Conſtitution of Ireland to its centre. 


On the other Band Ab anticipating the 
diſcuſſion, or the propriety of agitating the queſ-; 


tion, or ſaying how ſoon or how late it may be 
fit to diſcuſs it; two propoſitions are indiſputable : | 


Firſt, When the conduct of che Catholics ſhall be 
ſuch” as to make it ſafe for the Government to 
7 | : admit 
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1 L 40 ] | 
admit them to the -participation of the.privileges 
| granted to thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Religion, and 
F when the temper of the times ſhall. be favourable. 
to ſuch a meaſure ;-When theſe. events take 
place, it is obvious that ſuch a queſtion may be | 
agitated in an United, Imperial Parliament, with 


much greater ſafety, than it could be in a ſeparate | vi 
| 1 Legiſlature. In the ſecond place, I think it cer? 
tain that, even for whatever period it may 
; be thought neceſſary, after the Union, to with= 
| hold from the Catholics the enjoyment of | thofe 
| advantages, many of the objections which at pre- 
ſent ariſe out of their Gtuation would: be removed, 
| 5 if the Proteſtant Legiſlature were no longer ſepa- 
rate and local, but general and Imperial; and 
| the Catholics themſelves would at once feel a mi- - 
| tigation of the moſt goading and 1 nnn of 


| preſent cauſes of complaint. 


a How far, in addition to this great and leading 
| confideration; it may alſo be wiſe and practicable 
| to accompany the meaſure: by ſome mode of re- 
| neviag the lower orders from the preſſure of 
| Tithes, which in many inftances operate at pre- 
| ſent as a great practical evil, or to make under 
F* fas | proper 


proper Regulations, and without breaking in on 
the ſecurity of the preſent Proteſtant Eſtabliſh- 
ment an effectual and adequate proviſion for the 
Catholic Clergy, it is not now neceſſary to diſcuſs. 


It is ſufficient to ſay, that theſe and all other ſub- 


ordinate points connected with the ſame ſubject, 
are more likely to be permanently and ſatisfacto- 
rily ſettled by an United Legiſlature, than by any 
local arrangements. On theſe grounds I contend, 


that with a view to providing an effectual remedy | 


for the diſtractions which have unhappily -prevail- 
ed in Ireland, with a view of removing thoſe 
cauſes which have endangered, and till endanger 
its ſecurity, the meaſure which I am now pro- 


poſing promiſes to be more effectual than any | 
other which can be deviſed, and on theſe grounds 


alone, if there exiſted no other, I ſhould feel ir 
_w duty 0 ſubmit it to the -Houſ e. 


* 


But, Sir, though what I have chus ſtated re- 


lates moſt immediately to the great object of 
healing the diſſentions, and providing for the 
internal tranquillity of Ireland ; there are alſo 


other objects which, though comparatively with 
this of inferior importance, are yet in them- 
by OTE, ſelves 


"I 
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| ſelves highly material, and in a ſecondary wen, 


well anf of attention. 1 $144 235080 
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1 rig heard it aſked, when I preſſed the"mea- 


fure, what are the poſitive advantages that Ireland 
is to derive from it? To this very queſtion I 


preſume the conſiderations which 1 have already 


urged” afford © a' ſufficient anſwer. But, in fact, 
the queſtion itſelf is to be conſidered in another 
view; and it will be found to bear ſome reſem- 


blance to a queſtion which has been repeatedly 


put, by ſome of the Gentlemen oppoſite to me, 


during the laſt ſix years. What are the advanta- 
ges which Great Britain has —_— 88 the $M 


war with France? 


To this, the brilliant ſucceſſes of the Britiſh 
arms by ſea and land, our unexampled naval 


victories over all our enemies, the ſolid acquili- 
tion of valuable territory, the general increaſe. of 


our power, the progreſſive extenſion of our com- 
merce, and a ſeries of events more glorious than 


any that ever adorned the page of our hiſtory, 


afford at once an ample. and a ſatisfactory anſwer. 
But there is another. general. anſwer. which we 


8 have 


1 * 1 


have oddball given, and Aich 8 se 
ſufficient: it is, that we did not enter into this 
War for any purpoſe of ambition; Our object was 
not to acquire, but to preſerve ; and in. this ſenſe, 
what we have gained by the war is, in one word, 
ALL that we ſhould have loſt without it: it is, the 
preſervation of our Conſtitution, our Indepen- 
dence, our Honour, our Exiſtence as a Nation. 
in 


In the ſame manner I might anſwer the queſtion 


with reſpect to Ireland, I might enumerate the 
general advantages which Ireland would derive | 


trom the effects of the Arrangement to which I 


have already referred: The Protection which ſhe PE 


will fecure to herſelf in the hour of danger r. The 
mot effectual means of increaſing her Commerce 


and improving her Agriculture, the command of 


Engliſh Capital, the infuſion of Engliſh Manners 
and Engliſh Induſtry, neceſſarily tending to anie- 
liorate her Conditian, to accelerate the progreſs.of 
internal civilization,: and to terminate thoſe feuds 
and diſſentions which now diſtract the Country, 


and which, ſhe does not poſſeſs, within herſelf, the 


power. either to controul or to extinguiſh, - She 
would ke: ek n to Honoats, to Diſtinctions, 
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and exalted Situations in the general ſeat of Em- 
pire, opened to all thoſe whoſe abilities and talents 
enable them to hag an honourable and laudable 
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But, independent of all theſe advantages, 1 
might alſo anſwer, that the queſtion is not what 
Ireland is to gain, but what ſhe is to preſerve: 
not merely how ſhe may beſt improve her ſitua- 
tion, but how ſhe is to avert a preſſing and imme- 
diate danger. In this view, what ſhe gains is the 
preſervation of all thoſe bleſſings ariſing from the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, and which are inſeparable 


from her Connection with Great Britain. Thoſe 
Bleſſings of which it has long been the aim of 
France, in conjunction with domeſtic traitors, to 
deprive her, and on their ruins to eſtabliſh (with 
all its attendant miſeries and horrors) a Jacobin 
Republic, founded on French Influence, and ex- 


iſting only in ſubſerviency to France. 
Such, Sir, would be the anſwer, if we direct 
our attention only to the queſtion of general ad- 


vantage. And here I ſhould be inclined to ſtop ; 
but ſince it has alſo been more N aſked, 


what 


ef 


Point of 


ſirous of ia my anſwer more immediately 
and diſtinctly to that part of the ſubje& :-and, as 


L * 
what are che ee which ſhe i is to gen, in 


ommerce and ManufaQures, Jam de- 


I know. that the ſtatement will carry more con- 


viction with it, to thoſe who make the inquiry, 


if given in the words of the Right Honourable 


Gentleman, to whom, and to whoſe opinions, I 
have had more than one occaſion to advert in the 
courſe of this night, I will read you an extract 


from his recorded ſentiments on the ſubject, in the 


year 1785, on this ſame memorable occaſion of 


the Commercial Propoſitions. Speaking of a ſo- 


lid and unalterable Compact between the two 


Countries, ſpeaking expreſsly of the peculiar i im- 


portance of inſuring the continuance of thoſe 
Commercial benefits, which ſhe at that time held 


only at the diſcretion of this country, he ſays 
«© The exportation of Iriſh Products, to England, 


e amounts to Two Millions and a Hal annually ; 
« and the exportation of Britiſh Products, to Ire- 
ce land, amounts to hut One Million.“ 


He then proceeds to reaſon upon the advan- 
rags which: Ireland would derive, under ſuch cir- 


8400 cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, from guarding againſt mutual prohi- 
bitions; and he accompanies the pee which 


I have . Ky with this obſervations 


Oy 


cc 16 | RN dis Adjufteient * s Mek 
* away the Benefit from Ireland; it would be a 


e good cauſe for rejecting it; but, as it ler! ever 
& confirms all the Advantages we Yerived” from 


tc our Linen Trade; and binds England from 


e making any law that can be injurious to it, 


te ſurely Gentlemen who regard that trade, and 


& whoſe fortunes and rents depend on its proſperity, 


ce chill not entertain a moment Ss doubt about n 
« the er. PIP 


Such was the reaſoning of the Iriſh CHAN CEL 


LOR of the ExchROUER; Which 1 conſider to have 


been perfectly juſt. With reference to his late 


opinions, I do not think I can more foreibly reply, 
to à perfofi who ſigns his name to Propoſitions 
wich detlate that the ruin of the Linen Trade 


of Ireland is likely to be the conſequence of an 


Union, than by oppoſing to him his own opinion. 
1 ſhall be able to ſtrengthen the former opinion 


of chat Gentleman, by ſtating, that the proꝑrefs 


that 


C4 1 
that has been made in Commercial advantages to 
Ireland, ſince 1785, has been ſuch as to render his 
argument ſtill more applicable. What is the na- 
ture of that Commerce, explained by the ſame 
perſon in ſo; conciſe. and forcible a manner; that 
Is am happy to uſe his on ſtatement? He does 
not. confing woos to the groſs amount, buvy PW 
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„Nimm he a ce | imports Ano W 
ce. us Two Million Five Hundred Thouſand 
« Pounds of our products, all, or very nearly all, 
; « duty free, and covenants never to lay a duty on 
te them. We import about a Million of her's, | 
ce and raiſe a Revenue on almoſt every article of 
„ and reſerve the power of continuing that 
„ Revenue. She exports to us Salt for our 
« Fiſheries and Proviſions ; Hops, which we can- 
ce not grow; Coals, which we cannot raiſe; Tin, 
5 85 which we have not; and Bark, which we can- 
ce nat get elſewhere: and all theſe without reſerv- 
« ing * _ 
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able Gentleman 8 whole Speech, in like'n manner, 


points out the advantages of the Commercial 


Propoſitions (at that time under conſideration) as 


a ground-work of a Compact between the two 


Countries, in 1785, on Commercial ſubjects.— 
But how ſtands the caſe now? T he trade i is at 


this time infinitely more advantageous to Ireland. 
It will be proved, from the documents which I 
hold in my hand, as far as relates to the mere 


interchange of manufactures, that the manufac- 


tures, exported to Ireland from Great Britain, 
in 1797, very little exceeded a Million ſterling | 
(the articles of produce amount to nearly the ſame 


ſum) while Great Britain, on the other hand, im- 


ported from Ireland to the amount of near Three 


Millions in the manufactured articles of Linen and 
Linen Yarn, and between Two and Three Mil- | 


lions in "Proviſions and Cattle, belides Corn and 
other articles of produce. 


In addition to theſe Articles, there are other 


circumſtances of advantage to Ireland. Articles 
which are eſſential to her trade and to her ſubſiſ- 
tence, 'or ſerve as raw materials for her manufac- 


cures, are ſent from hence free of duty. It is ex- 


preſsly 


* 


4 


preſuy ſtated « on the ſame authority, that, all char 
we take back from Ireland was liable to A Duty 
in that Country on their exports; , The in- 
creaſing produce of the chief article of their 


manufacture, and four - fifths of her whole export 


trade, are to be aſcribed, not to that Independent 
Legiſlature, but, to the liberality of the Britiſh Par- 
liament. It is by the free admiſſion of Linens for 
our market, and the Bounties granted by the 
Britiſh Parliament on its re-export, that the 
Linen-Trade has been brought to the height at 

which we now ſee it. T. o the Parliament of this 
| Country, then, it is now owing, that a Market 
has been opened for her Linen to the amount of 


three millions. By the Bounty we give to Ireland, ä 
we afford her a double market for that article. and 5 


(what is ſtill more ſtriking and important) we 
have prevented a competition againſt her, ariſing 
from the ſuperior cheapneſs of the Linen-Many- 
factures of the Continent, by ſubjecting their im- 
portation to a Duty of thirty per cent. Nothing 
would more clearly ſhew what would be the danger 


to Ireland from the Competition in all its princi- 


pal branches of the Linen-Trade, than the ſimple 
ä | fact, 


659 

fact, that we even now import foreign Linens, un- 
der this heavy duty, to an amount equal to 4 
ſeventh part of all that Ireland is able to ſend us, 
with the preference that has been ſtated. By this 
arrangement alone, we muſt therefore be conſider- 
ed, either as foregoing between ſeven and eight 
hundred thouſand pounds per annum in revenue, 
which we ſhould collect if we choſe to levy the 
ſame duty on all Linens, Iriſh as well as Foreign, 
or on the other hand, as facrificing perhaps at. 
leaſt a million ſterling in the price paid for thoſe 
articles, by the ſubjects of this Country, which 
might be ſaved, if we allowed the importation of 
all Linen, F oreign as well as Iriſh, Oy 58 

from + Ki | 


The preſent meaſure is, however, in its effects 
calculated not merely for a confirmation of the 
advantages on which the perſon to whom I have 
alluded has infiſted. It is obvious that a fuller 
and more perfect Connection of the two Countries, 
from whatever cauſe it may ariſe, muſt produce 
4 greater facility and freedom of commercial in- 
tercourſe, and ultimately tend to the advantage of 

both, 


LI 0-1 


. both. The benefits to be derived to either Couns 
try from ſuch an arrangement muſt indeed, in a 


great meaſure, be gradual; but they are not on 


that account the leſs certain, and they cannot be 


ſtated in more forcible language than in that uſed 
in the e to which I have referred.— 
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c Cahn ds the revue of Bri- 


tiſn Duties on our Manufactures. I agree with 
them it may not operate ſoon, but we are to 
look forward to a final ſettlement, and it is im- 

poſſible but that in time, with as good climate, 


equal natural powers, cheaper food, and fewer 


taxes, we muſt be able to ſell to them. When 


commercial Jealouſy ſhall be baniſhed by final 
ſettlement, and Trade take its natural and ſteady 


courſe, the Kingdoms will ceaſe. to look to 
rivalſhip, each will make that fabrick which it 
can do cheapeſt, and buy from the other what 
it cannot make ſo advantageouſly. Labour 
will be then truly employed to profit, not di- 
verted by Bounties, Jealouſies, or Legiſlative 
Interference, from its natural and - beneficial - 


courſe, This ſyſtem will attain its real object, 
11 4 con- 
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te conſolidating the ſtrength of the remaining parts 


te of the Empire, by encouraging the communi- 
te cations of their market among themſelves, with 


te preference to every Part againſt * ſtran- 
ce gers 122 


I am at leaſt, therefore, ſecure from the deſign 
of appearing to deliver any partial or chinlerica 


opinion of my own, when I thus ſtate, on the 


authority of a perſon the beſt informed, and who 
then judged diſpaſſionately, both the infinite im- 
portance to Ireland of ſecuring permanently the 
great commercial advantages which ſhe now holds 
at the diſcretion of Great Britain, and the addi- 


tional benefit which ſhe would derive from any 


ſettlement which opened to her gradually a till 
more free and compleat commercial intercourſe _ 
with this Country. And while I ſtate thus ſtrongly 
the commercial advantages to the ſiſter Kingdom, 
I have no alarm leſt I ſhould excite any ſenti- 
ment of jealouſy here. I know that the inhabi- 


tants of Great Britain wiſh well to the proſperity 


of lreland ;=thar, if the Kingdoms are really and 
ſolidly united, they feel that to increaſe the com- 


mercial wealth of one Country is not to diminiſh 
| that 


1 


chat of the other, but to increaſe the length 
and power of both. But to juſtify that ſenti= 
ment, we muſt be (ſatisfied that the wealth we 
are pouring into the lap of Ireland is not every 
day liable to be ſnatched from us, and thrown 
into the ſcale of the enemy. If therefore Ireland 
is to continue, as I truſt it will for ever, an eſ- 
ſential part of the integral ſtrength of the Britiſh 
Empire; if her ſtrength is to be permanently 
vurs, and our ſtrength to be hers, neither I, nor 
any Engliſh miniſter, can ever be deterred by the 
fear of creating jealouſy 1 in the hearts of Engliſh- 
men, from ſtating the advantages of a cloſer 
Connection, or from giving any aſſiſtance to che 
Commercial Proſperity of _ Kingdom. 


If ever indeed I ſhould have the nie to 
witneſs the melancholy moment when ſuch prin- 
ciples muſt be abandoned, when all hope of ſeeing | 
Ireland permanently and ſecurely connected with 
chis country ſhall be at an end, I ſhall atleaſt have 
the conſolation of knowing, that it will not be 
the want of temper or forbearance, of conciliation, 
of kindneſs,” or oe” full explanation on our part, 
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which will have produced an event ſo fatal to 


Ireland, and ſo dangerous to Great Britain. If 
ever the over- bearing power of prejudice and 


paſſion ſhall produce that fatal . conſequence, it 


will too late be perceived and acknowledged, 


that all the great commercial advantages which 
Ireland at preſent enjoys, and which are con- 
tinually increaſing, are to be aſcribed to the 


liberal conduct, the foſtering care, of the Britiſh. 
Empire, extended to the Siſter Kingdom as to 2, 


part of ourſelves, and not (as has been fallaciouſly 
and vainly pretended) to any thing which has 


been done or can be done by the independent 


power of her own ſeparate Legiſlature. 


I have thus, Sir, endeavoured to ſtate to you 
the reaſons, why I think this Meaſure adviſable ; 
why I wiſh it to be propoſed to the Parliament 


of Ireland, with temper and fairneſs; and why 


it appears to me, entitled at leaſt to a calm and 
diſpaſſionate diſcuſſion in that Kingdom. 1 am 
aware, however, that objections have been urged 
againſt the Meaſure, ſome of which are. undoubt- 
edly plauſible, and. have been but too ſucceſsful 


in 


* 


— 


1 + BJ 
in their influence on the Iriſh Parliament. Of 
theſe objections I ſhall now proceed, 43 conciſely 
as e to > take ſome notice. N 


The feſt is, ns I heard alluded to » 0 the 
Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to me, when his 
Majeſty” s Meſſage was brought down; namely 
That the Parliament of Ireland is incompetent 
to entertain and diſcuſs the queſtion, or rather, 
to act upon the Meaſure propoſed, without 
having previouſly obtained the conſent of the 
People of Ireland, their Conſtituents. But, Sir, 
I am led to ſuppoſe from what. the Honourable 
Gentleman afterwards ſtated, that he made 
this objection, rather by way of deprecating 
the diſcuſſion of the' queſtion, than as enter- 
_ taining the ſmalleſt doubt upon it himſelf, 
Alf, however, the Honourable Gentleman, or 
any other Gentleman on the other ſide of the 
Houſe, ſhould ſeriouſly entertain a doubt on the 
ſubject, I ſhall be ready to diſcuſs it with him 
diſtinctly, either this night or at any future oppor- 
tunity. For the preſent I will aſſume, that no 
man can deny the competency of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland (repreſenting as it does, in the 
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language of our C onſtitution j ec lawfully, Fully, and 
freely, all the eſtates of the people of the realm) to 


make Laws to bind that People, unleſs he is diſpoſed 
to diſtinguiſh that Parliament from the Parliament 
of Great Britain; and, while he maintains the 
Independence of the Iriſh Legiſlature, yet denies to 
it the Jawful and eſſential powers of Parliament.— 
No man, who maintains the Parliament of Ireland 
to be co- equal with our own, can deny its compe- ; 
tency on this queſtion, unleſs he means to go the, 


length of denying, at the ſame moment, the whole 


of the authority of the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain — to ſhake every principle of legiſlation — 
and to maintain, that all the Acts paſſed, and every 
thing done by Parliament, or ſanctioned by its 


authority, however ſacred, however beneficial, is 


neither more nor leſs than an act of uſurpation. 
He muſt not only deny the validity of the Union 
between Scotland and England, but he muſt deny 
the authority of every one of the proceedings of 
the limited Legiſlature ſince the Union; nay, Sir, 
he muſt go ſtill farther, and deny che authority 
under which we now ſit and deliberate here, as a 
Houſe of Parliament. Of courſe, he muſt deny 
the validity of the adjuſtment of 1782, and call 


in 


HI 


in E pattie every meaſure which he has himſelf 
been the moſt forward to have enforced. This point, 
Sir, is of ſo much importance, that I think I ought - 
not to ſuffer the opportunity to pals, without illuſ- 
trating more fully what I mean. If this principle of 
the incompetency of Parliament to the deciſion of 
the Meaſure be admitted, or if it be contended, that 
Parliament has no legitimate authority to diſcuſs 
and decide upon it, you will be driven to the ne- 
ceſſity of recognizing a principle, the moſt dan- 
gerous that ever was adopted in any civilized 
State. I mean the principle, that Parliament can- 
not adopt any meaſure new in its nature, and of 
great importance, without appealing to the con- 
ſtituent and delegating authority for direQons., If 
that doctrine be true, look to What an extent it will 
carry you. If ſuch an argument could be ſet up 
and maintained, you acted without any legitimate 
authority when you created the repreſentation of 
the Principality of Wales, or of either of the 
Counties. Palatine of England. Every Law:that 
Parliament ever made, without that appeal, either 
as to its own Frame and Conſtitution, as to the 


qualification of the Rs or the elected, as. to the 


Rs | "on 


rc 
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the Crown, as made without due authority... | 


I we turn to Ireland iel what do Gentlemen 


think of the power of that Parliament, which, 
without any freſh' delegation from its Proteſtant 


conſtituents, aſſociates to itſelf all the Catholic 


electors, and thus deſtroys a fundamental diſtinc- 


tion on which it was formed? God forbid, that 


I ſhould object to or blame any. of theſe Mea- 


fures! I am only ſtating the extent to which the 
principle (that Parliament has no authority to de- 


cide upon the preſent Meafure) will lead; and, if 


it be admitted in one caſe, it muſt be admitted 
in all. Will any man fay, that (although a Pro- 
teſtant Parliament in Ireland, choſen excluſively 
by Proteſtant Conſtituents, has by its own inhe- 
rent power, and without conſulting thoſe conſti- 
tuents, admitted ard comprehended the Catholics 
who were till then, in fact, a ſeparate community) 


that Parliament cannot aſſociate itſelf with ano- 


ther Proteſtant community, repreſented by a Pro- 
'teſtant Parliament, having one intereſt with itſelf, 
and ſimilar in its Laws, its Conſtitution, and its 
_ Eftabliſhed 


Lt Sl 

Eſtabliſhed! Religion? What muſt be aid by 
thoſe who have at any time been friends to any 
plan of Parliamentary Reform, and particularly 
ſuch as have been moſt recently brought forward, 
either in Great Britain or Ireland? What- 
ever may have been thought of the proprie- 
ty of the Meaſure, I never heard ; any doubt 
of the competency of Parliament to conſider and 
diſcuſs it. Vet I defy any man to maintain the 
principle of thoſe plans, without contending chat, 
as a Member of Parliament, he poſſeſſes a right 
do concur in disfranchiſing thoſe who ſent him to 
Parliament, and to ſelect others, by whom he 
was not elected, in their ſtead. I am ſure 
that no ſufficient diſtinction, in point of princi- 
ple, can be ſucceſsfully maintained for a ſingle 
moment; nor ſhould I deem it neceſſary to dwell 
on this point, in the manner 1 do, were I not 
convinced that it is connected in part with all 
thoſe falſe and dangerous notions on the ſub- 
ject of Government which have lately become 
too prevalent in the world. It may, in fact, be 
traced to that groſs perverſion of the principles 
of all political ſociety, which reſts on the ſuppo- 
ſition that there exiſts continually in every Go- 

, vernment 


1 6 ] 

verninent 2 Sovereignty in abeyance (as it were) 
on the part of the People, ready to be called forth 
on every occaſion, or rather, on every pretence, 
when it may ſuit the purpoſes of the party or 
faction who are the advqcates of this doctrine to 
ſuppoſe an occaſion for its exertion. It is in theſe 
falſe principles that are contained the ſeeds of all 
the miſery, deſolation, and ruin, which in the 


preſent day have ſpread themſelves over ſo * 


a en of the habitable Globe. 


Theſe principles, Sits are, al ſo well known 
and underſtood in their practical effects, that they 
can no longer hope for one enlightened or intelli- 
gent advocate, when they appear in their true 
colours. Yet, with all the horror we all fee), in 
common with the reſt of the World, at the effect 
of them, with all the confirmed and increaſing 
love and veneration which we feel towards the 
Conſtitution of our Country, founded as it is, 
boch in Theory and Experience, on principles di- 


rectly the reverſe; yet, there are too many 


among us, who, while they abhor and reject ſuch 
opinions, when preſented to them in their naked 
deformity, ſuffer them in a more diſguiſed ſhape 
| e of 12 to 
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to be gradually infuſed into their: minds, and in- 
fenſibly to influence and bias their ſentiments and 
arguments on the greateſt and moſt important 
diſcuſſions. This concealed poiſon is now more 
to be dreaded than any open attempt to ſupport 
ſuch principles by argument or to enforce them 
by arms. No ſociety, whatever be its particular 
form, can long ſubſiſt, if this principle is once 
admitted. In every Government, there muſt reſide 
ſome where a ſupreme; abſolute, and unlimited au- 
thority. This is equally true of every lawful Mo- 
mocracy (if indeed ſuch a form of Government 
ever has exiſted, or ever can exiſt)—and of thoſe 
mixed Conſtitutions formed and compounde 
the others, which we are juſtly inclined to prefer 
to any of them. In all theſe Governments, in- 
deed alike, that power may by poſſibility be abu- - 
ſed, but whether the abuſe is ſuch as to juſtify 
and call for the interference of the people col- 
lectively, or, more properly ſpeaking, of any por- 
tion of it, muſt always be an extreme caſe and a 
queſtion of the greateſt and moſt perilous reſ- 
ponſibility, not in Law only, but in Conſcience 
n to all thoſe who either act upon it 
| 2 
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themſelves, or perſuade: others to do ſo. But no 


proviſion for ſuch a caſe ever has been or can 
be made before · hand; it forms no chapter in 


any known code of laws, it can find no place in 


any ſyſtem of human juriſprudence. But, above 


all, if ſuch a principle can make no part of any 


eſtabliſned Conſtitution, not even of thoſe where 


the Government is ſo framed as to be moſt liable 
0 the abuſe of its powers, it will be prepoſterous 


indeed to ſuppoſe that it can be admitted in one 


where thoſe powers are ſo diſtributed and balan- 


ced as to furniſh the beſt ſecurity againſt the pro- 
bability of ſuch an abuſe. Shall that principle be 


ſanctioned as a neceſſary part of the beſt Govern- 


* 


ment, which cannot be admitted to exiſt even as an 


eſtabliſned check upon the worſt! Pregnant as it is 


with danger and confuſion, ſhall it be received 
and authorized in proportion as every reaſon which 
can ever make it neceſſary to recur to it is not likely 


to exiſt? Yet, Sir, I know not how it is, that, 


in-proportion as we are leſs likely to have occaſion 
for ſo deſperate a remedy, in proportion as a 


Government is ſo framed as to provide within 


itſelf the beſt guard and control on the exerciſe 
of every branch of authority, to furniſn the means 


of 


of gteierkinl or why every abuſe of power, 
and to e "by 1.7 6 own Tardral! TO 
due attenti 
part of the Sete that very proportion 
perfons have been found perverſe enough to ima 
gine, chat ſüch a Conſtitution admits and recog- 
nizes, às a part of it, that which is inconſiſtent 
with the nature of any a ee and, above 
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Ibave ee eee ſubject: . in Lhould 
* ought neceſſary, if I had notfelt that this falſe 
2900 gerous mockery of theSovercignty of thePeople 
is in truth one of the chief elements of Jacobin- | 
iſm, one of. the favourite impoſtures to miſſead 
the underſtanding, and to flatter and inflame the 
paſſons of, the maſs of mankind, who Le f 
the opportunity of examining and, expoſing iS 5 
and that as ſuch on every occaſion, and | in every 
ſhape in which it appears, it ought, to be com- 
| bated and reſiſted by every friend to civil order, 


and to che peace and happineſs of mankind, 


> 


Sir, the next and not the leaſt en 
jection, is one which is contained in words which 
are an appeal to a natural and laudable, but what 
| muſt 


[ 64 J 
I [muſt call an erroneous and miſtaken ſenſe of 


national pride. It is an, appeal to the generous 


and noble paſſions of a nation eaſily inflamed un- 
der any ſuppoſed attack upon its honours, I mean 
the attempt to repreſent the queſtion of a Union 
by compact between the Parliaments of the two 
Kingdoms as a queſtion involving the Inde- 


pendance of Ireland. It has been ſaid, that no 


compenſation could be made to any country for 


the ſurrender of its National Independance. Sir, 


on this, as well as on every part of the queſtion, 


1 am defirous Gentlemen ſhould come cloſely to 


the point, that they ſhould: ſift it to the bottom, 
and aſcertain upon what grounds and principles 
their opinion really reſts. Do they mean to 


maintain chat in any humiliating, in any degrading 


fenſe of the word which can be acted upon practi- 
cally as a rule, and which can lead to any uſeful 
concluſion, that at any time when the Govern- 
ment of any two ſeparate Countries unite in 
forming one more extenſi1 ive empire, that the in- 


dividuals who compoſed either of the former nar- 
row {ſocieties are afterwards leſs members of an 
independant country, or to any valuable and uſeful 
purpoſe leſs poſſeſſed of political freedom or 


Civil 


„Ls 1 
civil happineſs than they were d It muſt 
be obvious to every Gentleman who will look 
at the ſubject, in tracing the hiſtory of all the 
countries, | the moſt proud 0 their | preſent Ex- 
iſting independance, of all the nations in Europe, 
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there is not one that could exiſt in the ſtate in 
which it now ſtands, if that principle had been 
acted upon by our forefathers; and Europe muſt 
have remained to this hour in a ſtate of ignorance 
and barbariſm, from the perpetual warfare of 
independent and petty ſtates. In the inſtance of 
our own Country, ir would be a ſuperfluous waſte 
of time to enumerate the ſteps by which all its 
parts were formed into one Kingdom; but will 
any man in general aſſert, that in all the different 
Unions which have formed the principal ſtates of 
Europe, their inhabitants have become leſs free, 
that they have had leſs of which to be proud, leſs 
ſcope for their own exertions, than they had in 
their former ſituation. If chis doctrine is to be 
generally maintained, what becomes of the ſitu- 
ation at this hour of any one county of England, 
or of any one county of Ireland, now united un- 
der the independant Parliament of that Kingdom? 
If it be puſhed to its full extent, it is obviouſly 
incompatible with A ſociety. As the former 
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principle of the ſovereignty. of the people ſtrikes 
at the foundation of all governments, ſo this is 
equally hoſtile to all political confederacy,' and 
mankind muſt be driven back to what is called 
the ſtate of nature. 


But while I combat this general and abſtrad prin- 
ciple, which would operate as an objection to every 
union between ſeparate ſtates, on the ground of the 
ſacrifice of independance, do I mean to contend that 
there is in no caſe juſt ground for ſuch a ſentiment? 
Far from it: it may become, on many occaſions, the 
firſt duty of a free and generous people. If there 
exiſts a country which contains within itſelf the 
means of military protection, the naval force ne- 
ceſſary for its defence, which. furniſhes objects of 
induſtry ſufficient for the ſubſiſtence of its inhabi- 
rants, and pecuniary reſources adequate to main- 
taining, with dignity, the rank which it has at- 
tained among the nations of the world; if, above 
all, it enjoys the bleſſings of internal content and 
tranquillity, and poſſeſſes a diſtinct conſtitution of 
its own, the defects of which, if any, it is within 
elf capable of correcting, and if that conſtitu- 
tion be equal, if not ſuperior, to that of any 
other in the world, or (which is nearly the ſame | 
| thing) 


LES 


t e 1 


thing) if thoſe. who. live under it believe it to be | 


fo, and fondly cheriſh that opinion, 1 can: indeed 
well underſtand that ſuch a country muſt be jea- 
lous of any meaſure, which, even by its own con- 
ſent, under the authority of its own awful go- 
vernment, is to aſſociate it as a part of a larger and 


more extenſive empire. TOS hs : 


But, Sir, if, on che other hand, it ſhould 
happen that there be a country which, againſt the 
greateſt of all dangers that threaten its peace 
and ſecurity, has not adequate means of pro- 
tecting itſelf without the aid of another nation; 
if that other be a neighbouring and kindred na- 


tion, ſpeaking the ſame language, whoſe laws, 


whole cuſtoms, and habits are the ſame in prin- 
ciple, but carried to a greater degree of perfec- 


tion, with a more extenſive eommerce, and more 


abundant means of acquiring and diffuſing na- 

tional wealth; the ſtability of whoſe government 

the exeellence of whoſe conſtitution is more than 

ever the admiration and envy of Europe, and of 
which the very Country of which we are ſpeak- 
ing can only boaſt an inadequate and imperfect 

| refemblance ; under ſuch circumſtances, I would 

s aſk, 
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[ 68 ] 
aſk, what conduct would be preſcribed by every 
rational principle of dignity, of honour, or of in- 
tereſt ? J would aſk, whether this is not a faith- 
ful deſcription of the circumſtances which ovght 
to diſpoſe Ireland to a Union? Whether Great 
Britain is not preciſely the nation with which, | 


on the ſe principles, a Country, ſituated as Ireland 


1s, would deſire to unite? Does a Union, under 
ſuch circumſtances, by free conſent, and on juſt 
and equal terms, delerve to be branded as a pro- 
poſal tor ſubjecting Ireland to a foreign yoke ? 
Is it not rather the free and voluntary aſſociation 

of two great Countries, which join, for their 
common benefit, in one Empire, where each 
will rctain its proportional weight and importance, 
under the ſecurity of equal laws, reciprocal af- 
fection, and inſeparable intereſts, and which want 
nothing but that indiſſoluble Connection to ren- 


der both invincible. 


Non ego nec Teucris Italos parere jubebo 
Nec nova regna peto; paribus ie legibus ambæ 
Invictæ gentes æterna in fædera mittant. 
Sir, I have neariy ſtated all that is neceſſary 


for me to trouble the Huuſe with; there are, 


however, one or two other objections which I 


wiſh 


I 69 1 
with not entirely to paſs over: One df wech is, 
general notion that a Union with Great Britain 


muſt neceſſarily increafe one of the great evils of 


Ireland, by producing depopulation in many parts 


of the Country, and by inereaſing greatly . 


number of abſentees. I do not mean to deny 
that this effe& would, to a limited extent, take 
place during a part of the year; but I think it 


will not be difficult for me to prove, that this i 


eircumſtance will be more than counterbalanced 
Yo by the operation of the ſyſtem in other reſpects. 


If it be true that this meaſure has an inevitable 


tendency to admit the introduction of that Bri- | 
tiſh Capital which is moſt likely to give life to 


all the operations of Commerce, and to all the 
improvements of Agriculture ; if it be that which 


above all other conſiderations is moſt likely to 


give ſecurity, quiet, and internal repoſe to Ire- 


land; if it is likely to remove the chief bar to 


the internal advancement of wealth and of civili- 
zation, by a more intimate intercourſe with Eng- 


land; if it is more likely to communicate from 


hence thoſe habits which diſtinguiſh this Country, 


and which, by a continued gradation, unite the 
1 higheſt 
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higheſt and the loweſt orders of the community 


without a chaſm in any part of the ſyſtem ;z if i 1 
is not only likely to invite (as I have already ſaid) 


Engliſh Capital to ſet Commerce in motion, but to 
offer it the uſe of new markets, to open freſh re- 
ſources of wealth and induſtry; can wealth, can in- 
duſtry, can civilization increaſe among the whole 
bulk of the people without much more than coun- 
terbalancing the partial effect of the removal of the 
few individuals who, for a ſmall part of the year, 
would follow the ſeat of Legiſlation ? If, notwith- 
ſtanding the abſence of Parliament from Dublin, it 
would ſtill remain the centre of Education and of : 


the internal commerce of a country increaſing in 


improvement; if it would ſtill remain the ſeat of 
legal diſcuſſion, which muſt always increaſe with an 
increaſe of property and occupation, will it be 
ſuppoſed, with a view even to the intereſts of thoſe 
whoſe partial intereſts have been molt ſucceſsfully | 
appealed to; with a view either to the reſpectable 
Body of the Bar, to the Merchant, or Shopkeeper, 
of Dublin (if it were poſſible to ſuppoſe that a 
tranſaction of this ſort ought to be referred to that 
ſingle criterion) that they would not find their 
proportionate ſhare of advantage in the general 
advantage | 


„ 
advantage of the Sm? ? Tan it be remembered. 
alſo, that if the transfer of the Seat of Legiſla- 
ture may call from Ireland to England the Mem- 
bers of the United Parlament, yet, aſter the 


Union, property, ii 
Ireland will lead, as much as in Great Britain, to 
all the objects of imperial ambition; and there 

muſt, conſequently, exiſt a new incitement to 
| perſons to acquire property in that Country, and 


to thoſe who poſſeſs it, to reſide there and to cul- 


tivate the good opinion of thoſe with whom they 


live, and to extend and improve their influence 


and connections. 1 | | 


Bak,” Sur, I need not dell longer on argument, | 
however it may ſatisfy my own mind, | becauſe we | 
can on this queſtion refer to experience. I ſee every | 


Gentleman anticipates that I allude to Scotland. 
What has been the reſult of the Union there? 
A Union, give me leave to ſay, as much oppo- 
ſed, and by much the ſame arguments, prejudi- 


ces, and miſconceptions, as are urged, at this | 
moment, creating too the ſame alarms, and pro- 
| voking the fame outrages, as have lately taken ö 
place in Dublin. Look at the metropolis of 


5 6 Scotland: 


=nce- and conſideration in 
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* 
Scotland: the population of Edinburgh has been 
more than doubled ſince the Union, and a new 
city added to the old. But we may be told, that 
Edinburgh has engroſſed all the commerce of that 
country, and has thoſe advantages which Dublin 
cannot expect. Yet while Edinburgh, deprived 
of its Parliament, but retaining, as Dublin would 
retain, its Courts of Juſtice ; continuing, as . 
Dublin would continue, the reſort of thoſe whoſe 
circumſtances would not permit them to viſit a 
diſtant metropolis ; continuing, as Dublin would 
continue, the ſeat of national education, while 
Edinburgh has baffled all the predictions of that 
period, what has been the ſituation of Glaſgow ? 
The population of Glaſgow, ſince the Union, has 
increaſed in the proportion of between five and 
fix to one: look at its progreſs in manufactures; 
look at its general advantages, and tell me what 
ground there is, judging by experience in aid of 
theory, for thoſe gloomy apprehenſions which 
have been fo induſtriouſly excited... 


There remains, Sir, another general line of 
argument, which I. have already anticipated, .and 
I hope anſwered, that the commercial privileges 


5 e 


N 
now . by Ireland, and to which it owes fo 
much of its proſperity, would be leſs ſecure than 
at preſent. I have given an anſwer to that mendy, 
dy ſtating that they are ſalſely imputed to the in- 
dependence of the Iriſh Parliament, for that they are 
in fact owing to the exerciſe of the voluntary dif- 
cretion of the Britiſh Parliament, unbound by 
compact, prompted only by its natural diſpoſition 
to conſider the intereſts of Ireland the ſame as its 
own; and if that has been done while Ireland is 
only united to us in the impetfect and precarious 
manner in which it is, while it has a ſeparate Par- 
| liament, notwithſtanding the commercial jealouſies 
of our own manufactures; if under theſe circum- 
ſtances we have done ſo, if we have done ſo with 
no other conned ion than that which now ſubſiſts, 
and while Ireland has no ſhare in our repreſenta- 5 
tion; what freſh ground can there be for appre- 
henſion, when ſhe will have her proportionate | 
weightin the Legiſlature, and will be united with 
us as cloſely as Lancaſhire or Yorkſhire, 'or any | 
other county in Great Britain. 


5 Sit, 1 have ſeen it under the ſame authority to 
will b am ſorry fo often to advert, that the 
| e 3„F˙ » 
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Linen Trade would be injured, and that there 
will be no ſecurity for its retaining its preſent 
advantages. I have already ſtated ta you (and with 


that very authority in my favour) that thoſe ad- 


vantages are at preſent precarious, /and that their 


ſecurity can only ariſe from Compact with Great 


Britain. Such a Compact, this Meafure would 


eſtabliſh in the moſt ſolemn manner; but be- 
ſides this, Sir, the natural policy of this Coun- 
try, not merely its experienced liberality, but the 
identity of Intereſts after a Union, would offer a 


1 ſecurity worth a thouſand Compacts. 


Sir, the only other general topic of objection 


is that upon which great pains have been taken 


to raiſe an alarm in Ireland—the idea that the 


main principle of the Meaſure was to ſubje& 
Ireland to a load of Debt and an increaſe of 
Taxes, and to expoſe her to the conſequences of 
ul our alleged difficulties and ſuppoſed neceſſities. 


Sir, I hope the zeal, the ſpirit, and the liberal 
and enlarged policy, of this Country, has given 
ample proof that it is not from a. pecuniary 
motive that we ſeck an Union, If it is not 

Gd 8 


„ . 
defirable on the grounds I have Biker; it camot· | | 
be recommended for the mere purpoſe: of Tax«: 
ation; but to quiet any jealouſy on this ſabject, > 
here again let us look. to Scotland: is there 
any inſtance where, with 45 Members on 
her part and 5313 on ours, chat part of 
the United Kingdom has paid more than its 
proportion to the general burthens — Is i... 
then, Sir, any ground of apprehenſion, that we 
are likely to tax Ireland more heavily when he 
becomes aſſociated with ourſelves ? To tax in 
its due proportion the whole of the Empire, to 
the utter excluſion of the idea of the predomi- 
nence of one part of ſociety over another, is the 
great characteriſtie of Britiſh Finance, as n ; 
of Laws i is of the Rouſh Conſtitution. | 
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But, Sir, i in addition to o this if we come. to the 
details of this propoſition, it is in our power to 
fix, for any number of years which ſhall 1 
thought fit, the proportion by which the Contri- | 
bution of Ireland, to the expences of the State, : 
' ſhall be regulated ; that thele proportions ſhall not 5 
be ſuch as would make a contribution greater than 
the necefary amount of its own preſent neceſſary 
Wield L 2 9 e 
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expences as a ſeparate Kingdom; and, even after 

that limited period, the proportion of the whole 
contribution, from time to time, might be made 
to depend on the comparative produce, in each 
Kingdom, of ſuch general taxes as might be 


thought to afford the beſt criterion of their re- 
ſpective wealth. Or, what I ſhould hope would 


be found practicable, the ſyſtem' of internal tax- 
ation in each county might gradually be ſo equal- 
ized and aſſimilated, on the leading articles, as - 


to make all rules of ſpecific proportion unneceſ- 
ſary, and to ſecure, that Ireland ſhall never be 
taxed but in 9 as we tax ourſelves. 


The application of theſe Rüncipbes however, 
will form matter of furure diſcuſſion; I mention 
them only as ſtrongly ſhewing, from the miſrepre- 
ſentation which has taken place on this part of 
the ſubject, how incumbent-it is upon the Houſe 


to receive theſe propoſitions, and to adopt, after 


due deliberation, ſuch reſolutions as may record 
ta Ireland the terms upon which we are ready to 
meet her. And, in the mean time, let us wait, 
not without impatience, but wiehout diſſatisfaction, 
for that moment, when the effect of reaſon and 


diſcuſſion 


2 : 


b -þ 


| — reconeile the . * men, in that 
Kingdom, to a Meaſure which I am ſure will de 
found. as. neceſſary, for their peace and happineſs, 
as it will be conducive to the general ſecurity 


and e of the e ae 
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Sir, it remains to be my + ty to 17 K theſe Reſo- 
lutions before the Houſe, wiſhing that the more 5 
detailed diſcuffion of them may be reſerved 0 1 
future day. | 
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That in order to promote and, ſecure, the eſſential Intereſts 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and to conſolidate. the 


Strength, Power, and Reſources of the Britiſh Empire, 
it will be adviſeable to concur in ſuch meaſures as may beſt 
tend to unite the two Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire - 
land into one Kingdom, in ſuch manner, and on ſuch Terms 
and Conditions as may be eſtabliſhed by Acts of the reſpec» 
tive Parliaments of His Majeſty's ſaid Kingdoms. 


SECON D. 


That it appears to this Committee that it 3 FRY to 
propoſe as the firſt Article to ſerve as a Baſis of the ſaid 
Union, that the ſaid Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- | 

land ſhall, upon a day to be agreed upon, be united into one 
Kingdom, by the name of the Un ir zo KinGDom « oy 
n * AND Iazrenp. 


THIRD. 


» 
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That for, the ſame, eurpoſe War allo; to » thi Committee, 
that it would be fit to propoſe that the Succeſſion to the 
Monarchy and the Imperial Crown of the faid United 
Kingdoms, ſnall continue limited and ſettled, in the ſame 
manner as the Imperial Crown of the ſaid Kingdoms __ 
Great Britain and Ireland now ſtands limited and ſettled, 
according to the exiſting Laws, and to the Terms of the 
Union _—_— Ec and . 112 | 
94 13 4683 RO — 2 ned - ant(ic4/1 

That t for the ſame purpoſe it appears alſo to this Committee, 
that it would be ft to propoſe” that the ſaid United King- 
dom be repreſented in one and the fame Parliament, to be 
ſtiled the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and that ſuch a number of Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and ſuch a number of Members of the 
Houſe of Commons as ſhall be hereafter agreed upon by 
Acts of the reſpective Parliaments as aforeſaid, ſhall fit and 
vote in the ſaid Parliament on the part of Ireland, and ſhall 
be ſummoned, choſen and returned, in ſuch manner as ſhall | 
be fixed | by an Act of the Parliament of Ireland previous to 
the ſaid Union; and that every Member hereafter to fit 
and vote in the ſaid Parliament of the United Kingdom 
Hall, until the Taid Parliament ſhall otherwiſe provide, take 
and ſubſcribe the ſame Oaths, and make the ſame Declara- 
tions as are 'by Law required to be taken, ſubſcribed and 


made by the Members of the Parliaments of Great Britain 
and Ireland,” ; 


FIFTH; 


That for the fame purpoſe i it appears alſo to th! 5 biete 
that it would be fit to propoſe that the Churches of 
England and Ireland, and the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 


pline, and er N thereof, ſhall be 1 as now 
by Law Eftabliſhed, © 


- . 
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SIXTH, 
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That fri the:ſame 3 it appears allo to e | 
hat it would be fit to propoſe" that His Majeſty's Subjects 
in Ixreland ſhall at all times hereafter be entitled to the 
ſame privileges, and be on the ſame footing in reſpect of 
Trade and Navigation, in all Ports and Places belonging to 
Great Britain, and in all caſes with reſpect to which Trea- 

ties ſhall be made by His Majeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors, 
Wich any Foreign Power, as His Majeſty's Subjects in Great 
Britain; that no Duty ſhall be impoſed on the Import or 
Export between Great Britain and Ireland of any Articles 
now Duty free; and that on other Articles there ſhall be 


— 


eſtabliſhed, for a time to be limited, ſuch a moderate rate 
of equal Duties as ſhall, previous to the Union, be agreed 


as may before the Union be ſpecially agreed upon for the 


from time to time by the * Parliament. 5 41561 


upon and approved by the reſpective Parliaments, ſubject, 
after the expiration of ſuch limited time, to be diminiſhed. 
_ equally with reſpe& to both Kingdoms, but in no caſe to 
be encreaſed; that all Articles which may at any time here- 
after be imported into Great Britain from Foreign Parts, 
ſhall; be importable through either Kingdom into, the 


other, ſubject to the like Duties and Regulations as if- the 
ſame were imported directly from Foreign Parts; that 


where any Articles, the growth, produce, or ee e | 


of either Kingdom, are fubje& to any internal Duty i in 


one Kingdom, ſuch countervailing Duties (over and above 
any Duties on import to be fixed as aforeſaid) ſhall be 
impoſed as ſhall: be neceflary to prevent any inequality in 
that reſpect: and that all other matters of Trade and 


Commerce other than the foregoing, and than ſuch others 


due encouragement of the Agriculture and Manufactures 
of the reſpective Kingdoms, ſhall remain to by hs e 
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SEVENTH . 


That for the like purpoſe it would be fit to propoſe, that 


the charge ariſing from the payment of the Intereſt or Sink- 


. Ing Fund for the reduction of the Principal of the Debt 
incurred in either Kingdom before the Union, ſhall con- 


tinue to be ſeparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ire- 


land reſpectively. That for a number of Years to be 


limited, the future ordinary expences of the Un ir EU 
Kincpou, in Peace or War, ſhall be defrayed by Great 
Britain and Ireland jointly, according to ſuch proportions 
as ſhall be eſtabliſhed by the reſpective Parliaments pre- 
vious to the Union; and that after the expiration of the 
time to be ſo limited, the proportian ſhall not be liable 


to be varied, except according to ſuch rates and prin-- 


ciples as ſhall be in like manner agreed upon previous to 


the Union. 


EIGHTH. 


That for the like 3 it would be fit to propeſe, that 


all Laws in force at the time of the Union, and that all 
the Courts of Civil or Eeclefiaſtical Juriſdiction wichin the 
reſpective Kingdoms, ſhall remain as now by Law eſta- 
bliſhed within the fame, ſubject only to ſuch alterations or 
regulations from time to time as circumſtances may ap- 
pear to the Lamont of the United K1nGpo to 
require. 


That the foregoing ResoLurTroNns be laid before His 


Majeſty with an humble App RES, aſſuring His Majeſty 
that we have proceeded with the utmoſt attention to the 
conſideration of the important objects recommended to us 


in His Majeſty's Gracious Ms SSAGE. 


That we entertain a firm perſuaſion that 4 COMPLETE AND 


INTIRE Union between Great Britain and Ireland, 
founded on equal and liberal Principles, on the ſimilarity 


8 


* 


ee reef . eee e eee, e Y 


* Laws, Conllitution and Covernmeat, a 
mutual Intereſts and Affections, by promoting the Security : 
Wealth, and Commerce of the reſpective Kingdoms, and 


I on 2 a ſenſe. of 


by allaying the diſtractions which have unhappily prevailed 
in Ireland, maſt afford freſh means of bppoſing at all times 


an effectual feſiſtance td the deſtructive Projects of our 


Foreign and Domeſtic Enemies, and muſt tend to confirm 


and augment the Stability, Power, and Reſources of the 


Empire. 


tmpreſied wich theſe in eee we 1 it our duty hums 


bly to lay before His Majeſty ſuch Propoſitions as appear to 
us beſt calculated to form the Baſis of ſuch a ſettlement, 
leaving it to His Majeſty's wiſdom, at ſych time and in 
ſuch manner as His Majeſty, in his Parental Solicitude for 
the happineſs of his People, ſhall judge fit, to communicate 
theſe Propoſitions to His Parliament of Ireland, with whom 


we ſhall be at all times ready td concur in all ſuch Meaſures 


as may be found moſt conducive to. the accompliſhment of 
this great and ſalutary Work. And we truſt that, after 
full and mature conſideration, ſach à Settlement may be 
framed and eſtabliſhed, by the deliberative Conſent of the 


Parllaments of both Kingdoms, as may be conformable 


to the Sentiments, Wilkes, ' and real Intereſts of His 
Majeſty's faithful Subjects of Great Britain and Ireland, 


the bleffings of our free and invaluable Conſtitution, in 
the ſupport of the Honour and Dignity of His Majeſty 5 


Crown, and in the preſervation and advancement of the 


Welfare and 2 of the whole Britiſh Empire. 
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Te following Meſſage as preſented in the How 
of Commons by Mr, Fox, Secretary of Mo, 
on the 9th of 00 1784, 


; GEORGE R. M - 2 N os A 3 


His Majeſty being concerned to find that dif- 
contents and jealouſies are prevailing among his 
loyal Subjects in Ireland, upon matters, of great 
weight and i importance, earneſtly recommends to 
this Houſe, to take the ſame into their moft ſerious 
conſideration, in order to ſuch a Final Adjuſt- 
ment as may give mutual ſatisfaction to both 
Kingdoms. 

6. R. 
it May, 


[ bat ] 
enn r er r teens 
=” 1575 *. 14%, 2783 36 1 | 
Mr. Secretary Fox * to the Houſs by 
Hi Majeſty's command, | 


Copy of the Meffage to the  Hougs of Lords 
and Commons in Ireland, from His Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant of lreland, delivered che 16th. 
Ape, 1782: And alſo, 


| Copy of 2 Reſolution of the Houſe of Lords 19 
: Ireland, Mercuri, 17* die An 17585 . 
1. | h 


Copy * a Reſolution af iy Houſe of Commons | 
jn Ireland, Martis, 16* die Aprilis, 1782. 


And the Titles of the ſaid Copies were read. 
The faid Copies are e . — 


Copy of the Meſſage 10 the Houſes of Lords 4 
Commons in Ireland, from His Grace the Lord ” 
Lieutenant, delivered the 1605 Ar * * 


Ponrlann, . | : 

I have it in command from His Majeſty, . 
inform this Houſe, 'that His Majeſty being con- 
| M 2 concerned 


1 „ 
concerned to find that diſcontents and jealouſies 
are prevailing among his loyal Subjects of this 
Country, upon matters of great weight and im- 
portance, His Majeſty recommends ta this Houſe 
to take the ſame into their moſt ſerious conſide- 
ration, in oder to ſuch a Final Adjuſtment as 


may give mutual latisfaction to his Kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland. OS egos Wit 


p. 
— 


C i a Reſolution of the Houſe of Lords in 
:  Treland, 5 17 dir TOs 1 Fea $2. 


Renee By the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament aſſembled Nemine di ifentientes 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Ma- 
jeſty, to return him our thanks for the moſt gra- 
cious Meſſage ſent to this Houſe by His Majeſty's 
command, through the medium of His Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, and to aſſure him of our 
moſt unſhaken loyalty and attachment to His | 
Majeſty's perſon and government, and of the 
nvely ſenſe we entertain of his paternal care of 
his people of Ireland, in thus enquiring into the 

| 12 | diſcontents 


| . 
diſcontents and jealouſies that ſubſiſt amongſt 


them, in order to ſuch Final Adjuſtment as may 


give mutual ſatisfaction to his . of Great 
Britain and Ireland. | 


: That, thin eco His Royal Interpo- 
ſition, . we ſhall beg leave, with all duty and affec- 
tion, to lay before His Majeſty the cauſe of ſuch 
diſcontents and jealouſies. 


* 


To repreſent to His Majeſty, That his ſubjects. 

of Ireland are entitled to a free conſtitution ; ; | 
that the Imperial Crown of Ireland is inſeparably | 
annexed to the Crown of Great Britain, on which 


Connection the happineſs of both nationsefſential- 

| ly depends; bur that the Kingdom of Ireland is a 
diſtinct dominion, having a Parliament of her own, 
the ſole Legiſlature thereof. - 


That there is no power whatſoever competent to 


make laws to bind this nation, except the King, 
Lords, and Commons, of Ireland; upon which 


excluſive Right of Legiſlation we conſider the very 
 efſence of our liberties to depend, a Right which 
we claim as the Birth-right of the People of Ire- 


G 1 | land, - 


1 26 f 
land, and which we are deterinined, i in every tua 
tion of life, to aſſert and maintain. 


To . to His Majeſty, That we- have 
ſeen with concern certain. claims, both of legiſla- | 
ture and judicature, aſſerted by the Parliament 
of Grear Britain, in an A& paſſed in Great Britain 
in the fixth year of George the Firſt, intituled 
% An Act for the better ſecuring the Depen- 
c dency of Ireland upon the Crown of Great 
* Britain: 


That we conceive the ſaid Act, and the powers 
thereby claimed, to be the great and principal 
cauſes of the diſcontents and Jealouſies, That 585 5 
fiſt in this ATED 


To aſſure His Majeſty, That this Houſe con- 
ſiders it as a matter of conſtitutional right and 
protection, that all Bills which became Law ſhould 
receive the approbation of His Majeſty, under the 
Seal of Great Britain; but we conſider the prac- 
tice of ſuppreſſing our Bills in the Council of 
Ireland, or altering them any. where, to be a mat- 
ter which calls for -regrels ; 


To-- 


1 
3 


HT 
To repreſent to His Majeſty, That in A& la 
| Gabe « An Ad for che better Accommodation 


* of. Bliz Majeſty's Forces, being unlimited in 


duration, but which, from the particular circum- 


ſtances of the times, paſſed into a law, has been 
the cauſe of much realauſy. and aide in this i 


n a 


That we have thought it our duty to lay be- 


fore His Majeſty thefe, the principal cauſes of the ; 


 diſcontents and jealouſies ſubſiſting in this Kings 
dom: ©. 


That we have the ks reliance. on His : 
Majeſty's wiſdom, the moſt ſanguine expectations | 


from his virtuous choice of a Chief Governor, and 
the greateſt confidence in the wiſe and conſtitu- 
tional See His i On" has TP?! 


That 5 have, We a high ſeriſe and 
veneration for the Britiſh Character, and do 


therefore conceive, that the proceedings .of. this 
country, founded as they are iti right, arid ſup- 
ported by conſtitutional liberty, muſt have excited 
the apprebarion and efteem of the Britiſh nation: 

8 8 That 
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[ 88 ] 
That we are the more confirmed in this hope, 
inaſmuch as the people of this Kingdom have 
never expreſſed a deſire to ſhare the freedom of 
Great Britain, without at the ſame time declaring 
their determination to ſhare her fate, ſtanding or 
falling with the Britiſh nation. 


Wm. Watts — ler. | 
Edw, Gayer 


Parliament 5 
—— 


Copy of a Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons 
in Ireland, Martis, 16* die Aprilis, 1782. 


ResoLveD, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to His Majeſty, to return His Majeſty 
the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious 
meſſage to this Houſe, ſignified by his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant. To aſſure His Majeſty of our 

unſhaken attachment to His Majeſty's Perſon and 
\ Government, and of our lively ſenſe of his Pa- 
ternal Care, in thus taking the lead to adminiſter 
content to His Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland; that 
thus encouraged by his royal interpoſition, we 
ſhall beg leave, with all duty and affection, to 
lay before His Majeſty the cauſes of our diſcon- 


tents . 


1 89 1 
tents and jealouſies: To aſſure His Majeſty, that 
his ſubjects of Ireland are a free People ; that the 
Crown of Ireland is an Imperial Crown, inſepa- 
5 rably annexed to the Crown of Great Britain, on 
which Connection the intereſts and happineſs of 
both Nations eſſentially depend; but that the 
kingdom of Ireland is a diſtinct Kingdom, with 
a Parliament of her own, the ſole Legiſlature 
thereof; that there is no body of men competent 
to make Laws to bind this nation, except the 
King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, nor any 
other Parliament which hath any authority or 
power of any fort whatſoever in this country, ſave 
only the Parliament of Ireland: To aſſure His 
Majeſty, that we. humbly. conceive, that 1 in this 
Right the very Eſſence of our Liberties exiſt ; a 
Right which we, on the part of all the People of 


Ireland, do claim as their birth-right, and which 


we cannot yield but with our lives: To aſſure 


His Myeſly, that we have ſeen with concern cer- 
tain Claims advanced by the Parliament of Great 


Britain, in an act, intituled, « An Act for the 


« better ſecuring che Dependency of Ireland ;” 
an act containing matter entirely irreconcilable 
to the fundamental Rights of this Nation; that 
* 1 
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we conſider this act, and the claims it advances; 
to be the great and principle cauſe of the diſcon- 
tents and jealouſies in this Kingdom: To aſſure 
His Majeſty, that His Majeſty's Commons of 
freland do moſt ſincerely wiſh, that all Bills which 
become Law in Ireland ſhould receive the appro- 
bation of His Majeſty, under the Seal of Great 
Britain ; but that yet we do conſider the Practice 
of ſuppreſſing our Bills in the Council of Ireland, 
or altering the ſame any where, to be another - 
juſt cauſe of diſcontent and jealouſy: To aſſure 
His Majeſty, that an Act, intituled, “ An Act 
te for the better Accommodation of His Majeſty's 
& Forces,” being unlimitted in duration, and 
defective in other inſtances (but paſſed in 
that ſhape from the particular circumſtances of 
the times) is another juſt cauſe of diſcontent and 
jealouſy in this Kingdom: That we have ſub- 
mitted theſe, the principal cauſes of the preſent 
Uiſcontent and jealouſy in Ireland, and remain in 
humble expectation of redreſs; that we have the 
greateſt reliance on His Majeſty's wiſdom, the 
Moſt ſanguine expectations from his virtuous 
choice of a Chief Governor, and great confidence 
in the wile, aus picious, and conſtitutional councils 

. Which 


1 1 


which we ſee with ſatisfaction His Majeſty has 
adopted ; that we have moreover a high ſenſe and 
veneration for the Britiſh character, and do therg- 
fore conceive, that the proceedings of this coun- 
try, founded as they are in right, and tempered | 
| by duty, muſt have excited the approbation and 
eſteem, inſtead of wounding the pride, of the 
: Britiſh Nation; and we beg leave to aſſure Hig 
Majeſty, that we are the more confirmed in this 
hope, in as much as the people of this Kingdom 
have never expreſſed a deſire to ſhare the free: 
dom of England, without declaring a determina- 
tion to ſhare her fate likewiſe, ſtanding and fall- 

ing with the Britiſh nation. 
Tno. ELLIs, Ger, Parl. Dom Gum 1 


OrprreD, That the aid Canes. do lie upon 
the Table, to be peruſed by the Members of fte 
Houſe, 


17th May, 1782. 


Ne: REsoLvxp, That this Houſe will, immediately, 
 reſolye itſelf into a Committee of the whole 


N 2 | Houſe, 


„ ey Pon 
Houſe, to take into confideration His Majeſty's 
moſt gracious Meſſage, of the gth Day of April 
lat. e to the State FAY Ireland, | 


: 5 E 
I Fakes - 49 


x OY That * Gerd Papets which 
were preſented to the Houſe, by Mr. Secretary 
Fox, upon the 1ft Day of this inftant May, be 
referred to the ſaid Coats, © * 


Then the Houſe ch fel into the faid- 
Committee. | 9 


Mr. Speaker left E 


Mr. Powys took the Chair of the Committee. 


4 


Mr. Speaker reſumed the Chair. 


Mr. Powys reported from the Committee, 
That they had come to ſeveral Reſolutions 'L 
which they had directed him to report, when 
the Houſe will pleaſe to receive the ſame. 


OnpkRFED, That the Report he, now tre- 
ceived. 


| Ni, 


1 2 J 


Mr Powys accordingly. tepoireds' from” the 
ſaid Committee, the Reſolutions which the Com 
mittee had directed him to report to the Houſe, 
which he read in his place, and afterwards de- 


| Hvered in at the Clerks table; where the lame 
W read and are as Src vis. 77, 00! 


Rrsbkvr, That it b UN ion of tis 
Committee, That an AQ, made in the Gxth 
year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George 
the - Firſt, intituled, An Act for the better 
& ſecuring the Dependency of the Kingdom of 
« Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain, 
ought to be reprated. 1 e 


Res. That it is \ the Opinion of tis has : 
mittee, That it is indiſpenſible to the intereſts 
and happineſs of both Kingdoms, that the Con- 
action between them ſhould be eſtabliſhed, by 


mutual conſent, 8 52 a * and Feen u 


The ſaid nettes being! ſeverally A 2 
ſecond time, were, upon the Queſtion. ſeverally 


Put thereupon, agreed to by the Don Nemini 
Gi ontradicenti, 


a 


— — namen ne, 
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OxDeneD, That leave be given to, bring i in a 


Bill for repealing an Act made in the ſixth year of 


the reign of his late Majeſty, King George the 
Firſt, intituled An Akt for the better ſecuring 
« the Dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland 
te upon the Crown of Great Britain;“ and that 
Mr. Secretary Fox, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Mr. Powys, 
and Lord John Cavendiſh, do prepare and a 


N in the ſame. 


ResoLveDd, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to His Majeſty, That His Majeſty will be 
graciouſly . pleaſed to takE ſuch meaſures as His 
Majeſty in His Royal Wiſdom ſhall think moſt 
conducive to the eſtabliſhing, by mutual conſent, 
the Connection between this Kingdom and the 
Kingdom of Ireland upon a ſolid and permanent 
baſis. 


OxpereD, That the ſaid Addreſs be preſented 
to His Majeſty, by ſuch Members of this Houſe 
as are of His Majeſty” 8 moſt hne. Privy 
Council. 


22d May, 
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02 May; 1758. N Rt 


Mr. nant Fox 480 to the Houſe, That bo 
His Majeſty had been attended with the Addteſs 
of this Houſe, of Friday laſt, which His Majeſty 
had been pleaſed to receive very gracioully ; and | 
that His Majeſty had commanded him to acquaint 
this Houſe, that he will immediately take ſuck 

meaſures as may be moſt likely to conduce to the 
eſtabliſhment of a Connection between this King- ; 


dom and the Kingdom of Ireland upon a folid and 
permanent balls, | 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS _ | 


Relative to the Affairs of Ireland. 


— 


ao” IR 


1. DEPORT of the Secret Committee of the Houſe 
I of Parliament on the Iriſh Rebellion: as reported 
by the Right Honourable LORD VIScoUNT CASTLE 

REAGH, Auguſt 21, 1798, Price gs. - . | 


2. REyFoRT from the Committee of Segreſy of the 
Houſe of Lords, on the Iriſh Rebellion, as reported x 
the Right Honourable JohN, EARL of CLARE, Lord 
High Chancellor, Auguſt 30, 1798. Price. 18. 6d. | 
3. An AxswERR to the AppREss of the Right Hons 
Henry Grattan, Ex-repreſentative of the City of Dublin 
in Parliament, to his Fellow Citizens of Dublin. By 
Patrick Duigenan, LL. D. Third edition. To which 
are added: 1. The Addreſs of the Catholics of Dublin, 
in 1795, to Mr. Grattan, with his Anſwer at the Meet- 
mg in Francis-ſtreet. 2. Mr. Grattan's Addrefs to the 
Electors of Dublin, in 1797. 3. Mr. Grattan's (ſup- 


poſed) Letter to Dr, Duigenan, in 1798. Price 48. 6d. 


4. A Reyorr of the whole Proceedings on the Trials 
of Henry and John Shears, Eſqrs. John M*Cann, Gent. 


W. M. Byrne, Eſq. and Oliver Bond, Merchant, for 
High Treaſcn; tried by Special Commiſfion, "Thurſday, 

July 12, 1798, &. With a particalar Account of the 
Behaviour of Henry and John Shears at the place of ex- 


ecution. Price 38. 6d. 


1 


5. ARGUMENTS for and againſt An Union between 


Great Britain and Ireland conſidered. Third edition, 


corrected, Price ts. 6d. 


———— 


6. NecessITY of an IN coRPORATE UNION between 
Great Britain and Ireland proved from the Situation of 


both Kingdoms: With a Sketch of the Principles upon 
Which it ought to be formed. Price 28. WW. 
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